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The next edition of The Westfield Warbler will be in 
November 2023. If you would like your group to be 
included, please contact us by 18th October. 

You can view The Westfield Warbler on the Council’s 
website at www.westfieldparishcouncil.co.uk

The Westfield Warbler is produced by Ignyte Media Ltd, 
Bathway Farm, Bathway, Chewton Mendip, BA3 4LN.  
Tel 01761 410141.

Whilst every care has been taken to ensure the data 
contained in this publication is accurate, neither the 
publisher or it’s editorial contributors can accept, and 
hereby disclaim, any liability to any party for loss or 
damage caused by errors or omissions resulting from 
negligence, accident or any other cause.  Ignyte Media 
and Westfield Parish Council do  not officially endorse 
any advertising material included within this publication. 
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be 
reproduced or stored in any retrieval system in any form 
without the prior permission of the publisher.

To advertise in the next edition  
of the Westfield Warbler,  
contact Carmen on 01761 458192 
or email carmen@ignyte-uk.co.uk

Hello and welcome to this edition of 
the Westfield Warbler.  Despite the 
unseasonal weather recently, I hope you 
have all had a good summer. 

September brings with it a new academic year 
and big changes for our school children, with the 
move from junior to secondary school for some 
and for others, the move to university or work. To 
everyone involved in these changes, we wish you 
all the best for the future.  

We currently have a vacancy for a Councillor on 
the Parish Council.  If you, or anyone you know, 
would be interested in joining us, or would like 
more information about what’s involved, please 
contact usl.  Any Councillor would be happy to 
answer any questions you may have.

I would like to thank Waterside Carnival Club for 
their donation to purchase a new defibrillator in 
the Parish.  This will be positioned at Westhill Club 
shortly.

Congratulations to the Council staff for achieving 
the Cyber Essentials Certificate and taking 
measures to protect our data.  This is something 
the Council takes seriously. 

Finally, the Parish Council Grant pot is now open 
to any organisation that works  to benefit the 
people of Westfield.  More information is on our 
website.  

Message from 
the Chairman
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Westfield In Bloom
The Westfield in Bloom network is a new entry in the South West in Bloom 
competition.  Spurred on by their first-time success in 2022, the group of volunteers 
led by Eleanor Jackson (convenor), Paul Millard (allotments liaison), Pat Williams 
(treasurer) and Ellen Vaughan (Curo tenants and Shakespeare Road project), built an 
entry from the award-winning individual projects for ‘It’s Your Neighbourhood’.

In early July, the judges were taken on a tour of 
Westfield, starting at Trinity Methodist Church, 
with its outstanding hanging baskets courtesy 
of Westfield Parish Council.  They visited the 
Fosseway School gardens, between the main 
entrance gate and the café, Westfield Primary 
School, which really has it all - orchard, re-wilding 
area, dipping pond and a garden showing a 
model coal mine, Swallows’ Office Garden where 

vegetables and herbs for the Swallows’ café 
are grown, Westfield Allotments and Gardens 
Society’s sites, and finally, the new Waterside 
project.  The judges had been reluctant to walk 
along the stream but when they saw what 
Westfield Parish Council is achieving and the 
evidence of residents’ consultation, they said it 
was so good it should be an entry in its own right.
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Westfield in Bloom had all the required elements: 
horticulture excellence, thanks to Rob Wicke’s 
work on the hanging baskets, coal trucks and the 
Jubilee park at Elm Tree Avenue, ecological projects 
and environmental awareness and community 
engagement. 

The theme, It’s Our Neighbourhood focussed 
on creating community identity and pride in 
Westfield. 

Thanks are due to all the volunteers in all the 
projects, including the ‘guerrilla gardeners’ working 
on waste land, but especially the Parish Council 
and the anonymous former resident whose 
donation made it possible.
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Smile Transformations in Paulton
Bespoke dental care delivered with a gentle approach, 
in a relaxed, friendly and professional atmosphere.

www.paultondental.co.uk

PAULTON
DENTAL &  
IMPLANT CENTRE

Constantly improving our facilities, our equipment is kept up to date  
and our staff are highly trained in order to deliver a high level of  
dental care and a complete range of dental treatments to our patients.

Tel: 01761 416057 
reception@paultondental.co.uk

Ivy Cottage, High Street,  
Paulton BS39 7QA

Dental
Implants

Independent charity, The Carers’ Centre 
supported 15 young people, who tirelessly care 
for their loved ones, to engage in social action. 
The young carers were able to attend the House 
of Commons with thanks to Wera Hobhouse MP 
and Bath Philharmonia.

The young carers performed their own song as part 
of an orchestra with Bath Philharmonia on 10 July 
2023, which showcased the incredible impact of 
music-making on young carers.   

Their song, Listen, was a hit with all of those in 
attendance, including Shadow Minister for the Arts 
Barbara Keeley MP, Baroness Bonham-Carter and 

Liberal Democrat MPs Wendy Chamberlain and 
Munira Wilson. The group’s message to be heard 
was loud and clear.

Young carers from Westfield 
have their voices heard in 

House of Commons
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“We will try everything,

Let’s keep going ‘til we reach our goal,

Nothing’s gonna stop us, we’re on our way,

We’re young carers, we are the greatest!”

Anyone that cares for a relative or friend, due to an 
illness, disability or addiction can face enormous 
challenges, especially as a child. Young carers are 
providing more care than ever, with less provisions 
in place. With the added anxieties due to the cost-
of-living crisis, young carers are often left feeling 
isolated, ignored and misunderstood.

A young carer said: “I didn’t think politicians knew 
or cared about young carers, but they do now! I 
didn’t think I’d be confident enough to stand in 
front of lots of adults and tell them about what we 
do or what we need, being able to explain through 
music helped a lot and now I know I’d be able to 
do it again.

“I think politicians still have a lot to learn about 
young carers, but doing this today has made a big 
difference and means we can keep talking to them 
to get them to listen more.”

The Carers’ Centre support both young and adult 
carers across the entire Bath and North East 
Somerset region. The 
charity provides a 
life-changing service 
dedicated to young 
carers to support 
them in the now and 
help realise their 
dreams for the future.

Through The Carers’ 
Centre, they get 
space to talk, build 
connections with 
others, leave with 
tools to continue 
to support their 
wellbeing and access 
opportunities to 
engage in social 
action. 

CEO of The Carers’ 
Centre, Jacqui Orchard, said: “It is vital that our 

young carers are heard, especially by decision-
makers. We have supported children with caring 
responsibilities who are as young as 5 years old. 
Given the amount of time they spend caring for 
their relative, the time they need for education 
and their age, they can often feel left out of the 
conversations that matter most to them.

“We shouldn’t forget that young carers are 
determined, dedicated and have life skills that are 
beyond their years. Young carers’ voices matter. As 
they sang in the House of Commons, nothing will 
stop them, they are the greatest!

“We are so thankful to our supporters and funders 
that enable us to empower young carers to use 
their voice and take part in incredible opportunities 
like this. Music is a powerful tool for a young carer 
to express themselves, gain confidence and be 
heard.” 

You can care for a family member or friend at any 
age, but it can be especially tough if you are a 
young person. If you or someone you know wants 
to talk about caring, The Carers’ Centre are here for 
you. 

Please visit banescarerscentre.org.uk to find out 
more or call 0800 0388 885 (Monday – Friday, 
9am – 1pm).  



Established in 1939, we have provided eye care for nearly 80 years

2 Mansbrook House, 15 High Street
Midsomer Norton 01761 413212
www.edwardsmidsomer.co.uk PR
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on myopia
MiSight® 1 day 
The first daily contact lens proven to slow the progression 
of myopia in children. 

Slowing myopia progression can reduce the risk of 
myopia-related complications and vision loss in later life. 
The lens is specially designed for myopic children between 
-0.25 and -6.00DS.

MiSight® 1 day daily disposable contact lens with 
ActivControl® myopia management technology is easy to 
wear and offers a simple convenient myopia management 
therapy.

MiSight® 1 day contact lenses control both axial length 
increase and myopia progression while fully correcting 
refractive error.

Three-year clinical study findings indicated 
that the use of MiSight® 1 day was effective in 
slowing myopia progression by:

as measured by mean axial 
elongation of the eye when 
compared to the children in

the control group wearing a standard single-
vision, one-day lens contact lens.

52%
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In Westfield, we are very lucky to have two lovely Recreation Grounds for the community to enjoy 
at Westhill and Norton Hill.

Were you aware that it is Trust policy to keep dogs 
on leads when accessing the recreation grounds?

It has been brought to our attention recently that 
dog owners are allowing dogs to roam on the 
grounds off-lead.  This can potentially discourage 
other members of the community from visiting.  

There are numerous reasons why it is Trust policy 
to keep dogs on leads at the recreation grounds.  
To name a few; fear of dogs, trip hazards to those 
using the running track and dog fouling.  

Chair of the Council, Phil Wilkinson, said: “Even 
the best-behaved dogs can sometimes become 
distracted. The recreation grounds are here for 
everyone in our community to enjoy. We would 
encourage all dog owners to abide by the Trust 
policy and show consideration for all members 
of the community by keeping their dogs on leads 
whilst visiting these grounds.”   

We are also lucky enough to have a community 
green space, Waterside Valley, where dogs are 
welcome to be allowed off-lead.

Please keep dogs on leads 
at Recreation grounds

Westfield Parish Council now have an Instagram  
account!  You can find us at; @westfield__pc

We will use this platform to share images showcasing the 
diverse nature of the area and have started with the hashtag 
#wakeuptowestfield

Here is a sneak peak of an image we will be uploading soon…

Don’t forget to tag us in your posts of Westfield!   
@westfield__pc

Westfield Parish  
Council on Instagram
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RJ.Windows@yahoo.com

07702033790

Local . Professional . High Quality Service Guaranteed

Aluminium windows
and doors

UPVC windows and
doors

Conservatories

Composite doors 

Bi-fold and Patio doors Fascia and guttering 

Glazed roofs

Repairs and maintenence 

indowsRJ  W

We have had a great summer of events, 
including Willow Weaving, Outdoor Yoga, Music 
and Craft, Wildflower Walk and Bat Walks.  
Keep an eye out for our new website  
www.somervalleyrediscovered.co.uk to 
see upcoming events and volunteering 
opportunities.

We also launched a dog fouling campaign which 
lets dogs do the talking, to encourage owners 
to pick up their poo. Dog poo can be dangerous 
to other dogs and human health, especially to 
children, the elderly and those with underlying 
health conditions. 

Jess Taylor, from Somer Valley Rediscovered, said: 
“In order for the project to improve biodiversity 
and help people reconnect to their local 
greenspaces for health and wellbeing, this issue 
needs to be addressed. 

“The SVR Team have been putting up posters and 
engaging with dog walkers at Waterside Valley and 
other greenspaces in the Somer Valley, this along 
with the ‘Do It For Your Dog’ social media campaign 
from Keep Britain Tidy, aims to influence behaviour 
change and to capture the attention of dog lovers 
and hit home the message that dog fouling is 
unacceptable.”

Dog poo bins can be found at the entrances to 
Waterside Valley. Do It For Your Dog, bag it, bin it. 

Somer Valley 
Rediscovered 

Facebook.com/mardonsclub

EERF
... and it’s 

TSEBThe Entertainment

Facebook.com/mardonsclub

mardons
SOCIAL CLUB

Come & Enjoy 

   Live Bands!

at

Westfield Parish Council was amongst hundreds 
of parks across the country taking part in Love 
Parks Week 2023.

The campaign, from 28 July to 6 August, 
brings together local authorities, green space 
managers, landowners, residents and community 
organisations to celebrate and support our green 
spaces and the environment on our doorstep.

Westfield Parish Council held a series of events to 
mark Love Parks week including:

A ‘Lunchtime litter pick’ – at Norton Hill Recreation 
Ground.  ‘Park Bingo’.  ‘Photography competition’ 
– entrants were invited to send photos of green 
spaces or parks in Westfield for a chance to feature 
in our quarterly magazine, the Westfield Warbler, 
on our website and social media channels.  ‘Have 
your say’ – we created a short survey to learn more 
about what the community think of our local parks 
and green spaces. 

Love Parks Week 

Thank you to everyone who supported the Parish 
Council in this year’s Keep Britain Tidy’s Love Parks 
Week campaign.
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The time of year has come again to celebrate 
the wonderful gardens of Westfield. The 
Front Garden competition is now in its 9th 
year and how the gardens of Westfield have 
shone.  

The competition is run at the same time 
each year and it was interesting to note the 
difference in blooming times this year, which 
we were thinking must be down to the weather 
conditions.  A very damp spring followed by a 
dry spell has changed the times the plants are 
producing their best colour.  

However, the gardens of Westfield didn’t 
disappoint and judging, by our flower contractor 
Rob Wicke, was as usual very challenging.  

The winning garden was that of Mr and Mrs 
Morgan of Waterford Park.  They were very 
surprised to win the competition as they said 
there are some lovely gardens in the area. 

 “The key to a good display is lots of dead-
heading!” said Mr Morgan.  Cllr Cooper, Chair of 
the Environment and Development Committee, 
presented the cups and prizes and said that this 
garden was a very well-deserved winner.  

She said: “Well done to Mr and Mrs Morgan. 
Their garden is bursting with colour, which is 
due to all the hard work put into it, with a lot of 
the plants grown themselves from seed.”

Westfield Front Garden  
Competition
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The winning container was a stunning display of 
two baskets together by Kay Pera of Magnolia 
Road.  Kay said: “I’m well chuffed to win this 
competition - I never win anything!”  

Cllr Cooper said: “It was a pleasure to see she 
was so pleased to win and the baskets were 
stunning and full of colour”. 

The prizes were vouchers kindly donated by 
Thomsons of Radstock and we are very grateful 
for their continued support. 

Rob said: “I was very impressed with the quality 
of the flower displays, especially considering 
the difficult weather conditions we’ve faced 
this year. Congratulations to everyone who took 
part, you’ve clearly taken great pride and care in 
your gardens and you made it very difficult to 
select the winners!”

The Chairman of Westfield Parish Council, Cllr 
Phil Wilkinson, said: “Yet again it appears as 
though Westfield residents have excelled in 
producing some superb garden displays. It really 
does say a lot about the pride our residents 
show in their front gardens. My congratulations 
go out to our winners and also to all residents 
that were happy to be considered for awards 
by our judges. I am rather thankful that the 
decision on this year’s winners didn’t fall to me. 
Having viewed many gardens when I’m out and 
about, I doubt it was an easy decision. Once 
again, congratulations to this year’s winners.”

The Westfield Warbler - 13
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This year we were also very pleased to include 
a cup for the garden of Fosse Way School. 
This garden is managed beautifully by Darren 
Hickling, an ex-student of the school. He was 
sad that most of the colour had gone over by 
the time of judging, but the garden is always in 
immaculate condition and a real welcome to 
visitors of the school and the café.

Darren said: “I’m happy that the garden has 

been welcoming and noticed by people visiting 
the school and café. Look out for some small 
changes next year.”  

Cllr Cooper said: “We don’t give this award 
every year, only when we see a deserving 
community garden. It is a testament to the 
work that Darren has been doing on this garden 
that it has caught the eye of anyone who 
visits – a real pleasure.  We felt we wanted to 
recognise it as being very special.”  

We look forward to seeing next year’s entries to 
Westfield Front Garden competition.

14 - The Westfield Warbler
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We are pleased to supply our customers 
with locally farmed meat, poultry,  

milk and cheeses,
home-prepared bacon and cooked meats, 

our prize-winning pies and sausages, 
plus our famous faggots!

Shop opening hours:  
Tuesday to Saturday, 7am to 3pm.

Phone orders taken Mon-Fri 7am-5pm 
(for collection during above shop opening hours) 

or visit our Facebook page

Westfield Radstock BA3 3XS
Tel: 01761 412109

G. Mitchard & Sons
Family Butcher • eSt. 1913 WeStFielD

would like to thank customers, 
old and new, for their continued support

PROOF

If you and your family enjoy exploring your local countryside and finding out more about the 
history of your community, why not pop the date the 9th/10th September in your diary and join in 
the events and walks of the Somer Valley Walking Festival?

Somer Valley Walking Festival

All walks and activities are FREE for this seventh 
year of the Festival. On Saturday, 9th September, 
it is planned that there will be a family walk from 
the Midsomer Norton Town Park onto to the cycle 
path, finishing at the Amphitheatre where there will 
be nature themed activities for the children. Other 
activities on the Saturday will include historic walks 
in Radstock and a longer walk along the route of 
the Coal Canal.

Following the success of last year’s Festival, we 
will be returning to the Conygre Hall, Timsbury 
on Sunday 10th September where there will be a 
number of led walks from 3-10 miles.

Pop the dates in your diary and come and enjoy 
a small part of our “Wild Isles”  For further 
information:- www.somervalleyramblers.org.uk



THERE’S

STILL TIME

TO APPLY
FOR THIS SEPTEMBER

Art & Design  •  Music & Performing Arts  •  Digital  •  Business  •  Hospitality & Tourism
Hair, Beauty & Spa Therapies  •  Health  •  IT  •  Sport  •  Early Years & Education  •  Catering
Animal Management  •  Public Services & Social Sciences  •  Construction  •  Engineering

there are spaces available on our full-time courses in the following sectors:

@bathcollege

scan me

apply now

find the course for you: bathcollege.ac.uk
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CY
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K

ai168614067640_FamilyMatters-StillTimetoApplyFP.pdf   1   07/06/2023   13:24
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Squirrel Class at Westfield Primary School  
had fun harvesting their potatoes and carrots. 

They sowed the carrot seed and planted out the potatoes earlier in the year. We sorted out the good 
carrots to take home and cook and the not-so-good carrots went home for our pet rabbits and guinea-pigs 
to enjoy as well as us.

Harvest at Westfield School
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School’s Fantastic Futures Week
Westfield Primary School has again held 
its Fantastic Futures Week for the seventh 
year running to raise children’s awareness of 
different careers.  During the week, the children 
were very fortunate to learn about a huge 
variety of different and amazing careers.  The 
school’s visitors ranged from local universities, 
the NHS, architects, engineering, the CPS, 
the UK Space Agency and the Bristol Old Vic 
Theatre.  

Westfield views the week as an integral part of 
its programme for pupils’ personal development 
and experiences, rated as outstanding by Ofsted 
earlier this year.  The school is very aware that by 
the age of 7 or 8, career ideas have already started 
to form, usually based on people that the children 
already know.  Research has also shown that those 
as young as 5 years old perceive gender roles in 

relation to careers.  Unfortunately, children then 
start to rule out career options from an early age 
and their choices are often influenced by what they 
see in the media. 

Westfield has worked hard to form strong links 
with local employers, to ensure that the children 
have access to role models in a wide range of 
sectors to help them develop an awareness of 
career options at an early age.  Westfield sees 
this as vital to ensure that all pupils - regardless 
of gender and backgrounds - can fulfil their full 
potential.  

Ambition is one of Westfield’s important school 
values, and Fantastic Futures is used to encourage 
the children to aim high and to be the best that 
they can be.  We may even have inspired our 
engineers, architects or even palaeontologists of 
the future!
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What a busy summer YCSW have had at 
Westfield youth club. 

Open on Tuesdays from 6.30pm-8.30pm through 
September, the team will be back in Westfield 
Methodist Church Hall opposite the small rank of 
shops. 

Our sessions are open for school years 7, 8 and 
9 – with a 50p entry charge that goes straight back 
into the activities we provide on the night (or in 
most cases, a pizza delivery at planning night). 

We have been running lots of sports this summer 
at the request of young people from football to 
tennis, cornhole beanbag games to giant Jenga – 
we have had most young people turn up and get 
involved. 

For those who have not been so keen on the 
sports, we have been bringing weekly arts and craft 
activities to Westhill Park, including mask making, 
rock painting, design a makeup bag to name but a 
few. 

With a return to the church hall and Autumn upon 
us, the team will be running more cooking sessions 
in the nicely renovated kitchen and seasonal 
activities, as well as being on hand offering support 
and guidance to young people who are facing 
difficulties. 

For more information about youth club in 
Westfield, please contact; 

Carrie Ford, NES Youth Work Team Leader - 
07875488718 
Facebook - Youth Connect SouthWest   
Instagram - @youthconnectsouthwest 
Website - www.youthconnectsouthwest.org.uk

Youth Connect South West
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SEPTEMBER
2nd – Coffee Morning at Trinity Methodist Church, 
10am

2nd – The Rewinders at Westhill Club, 9pm

4th – Midsomer Norton Carer Café at Mardons, 
10am - noon

4th - Local history club at Radstock Museum from 
10.30am 

4th – Westfield Parish Council Meeting, 7pm at the 
Oval Office, Cobblers’ Way

5th – Knit and Natter at Trinity Methodist Church, 
2pm

5th – Memory Club at Radstock Museum, from 
10.30 am 

5th – Westfield TT Running Club, 6.30pm. For details 
of groups and levels of ability, search for ‘Westfield 
TT Running Group’ on Facebook

6th – Westfield TT Running Club, 6.30pm.For details 
of groups and levels of ability, search for ‘Westfield 
TT Running Group’ on Facebook

7th – Westfield TT Running Club, 6.30pm.For details 
of groups and levels of ability, search for ‘Westfield 
TT Running Group’ on Facebook

8th – Friday Club at Trinity Methodist Church, 2pm

9th – Coffee Morning at Trinity Methodist Church, 
10am

9th – Elevation, live at Mardons, 9pm

9th – Jay at Westhill Club, 9pm

10th – Westfield TT Running Club, find out more by 
visiting their Facebook page.

11th – Environment and Development Committee 
Meeting, 7pm at the Oval Office, Cobblers’ Way

11th – Wellbeing café for carers at Radstock 
Museum, from 1pm

12th – Knit and Natter at Trinity Methodist Church, 
2pm 

12th – Carers’ Centre Refreshing Day at 
Ammerdown Park, speak to the Carers’ Centre to 
book your space. 

12th – Westfield TT Running Club, 6.30pm. For 
details of groups and levels of ability, search for 
‘Westfield TT Running Group’ on Facebook

13th – Westfield TT Running Club, 6.30pm, For 
details of groups and levels of ability, search for 
‘Westfield TT Running Group’ on Facebook

14th – Westfield TT Running Club, 6.30pm. For 
details of groups and levels of ability, search for 
‘Westfield TT Running Group’ on Facebook. 

14th – Thursday Social at Westhill Club, Play it  
again Steve, 2-5pm 

16th – Coffee Morning at Trinity Methodist Church, 
10am

16th – Reboot, live at Mardons, 9pm

16th – Lee Ross at Westhill Club, 9pm

17th - Westfield TT Running Club, For details of 
groups and levels of ability, search for ‘Westfield TT 
Running Group’ on Facebook

18th – Local History Club at Radstock Museum from 
10.30am

19th – Knit and Natter at Trinity Methodist Church, 
2pm

19th – Memory Club at Radstock Museum, from 
10.30am

19th – Westfield TT Running Club, 6.30pm. For 
details of groups and levels of ability, search for 
‘Westfield TT Running Group’ on Facebook

20th – Westfield TT Running Club, 6.30pm. For 
details of groups and levels of ability, search for 
‘Westfield TT Running Group’ on Facebook

20th – Finance and Personnel Committee Meeting, 
10am at the Oval Office, Cobblers’ Way 

21st – Westfield TT Running Club, 6.30pm.For 
details of groups and levels of ability, search for 
‘Westfield TT Running Group’ on Facebook

23rd – Coffee Morning at Trinity Methodist Church, 
10am

WHaT'S on
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23rd – Tundra, live at Mardons, 9pm

24th – Westfield TT Running Club. For details of 
groups and levels of ability, search for ‘Westfield TT 
Running Group’ on Facebook

25th – Wellbeing café for carers at Radstock 
Museum, from 1pm 

26th – Knit and Natter at Trinity Methodist Church, 
2pm

28th – Thursday Social at Westhill Club, Barry Ross, 
2-5pm

30th – Coffee Morning at Trinity Methodist Church, 
10am 

30th – The Walker Close Band, live at Mardons, 9pm 

30th – The Roulettes at Westhill Club, 9pm 

oCToBER
2nd – Midsomer Norton Carer Café at Mardons, 
10am - noon

2nd – Local history club at Radstock Museum, from 
10.30am

2nd – Westfield Parish Council Meeting, 7pm at the 
Oval Office, Cobblers’ Way

3rd – Knit and Natter at Trinity Methodist Church, 
2pm

3rd – Memory Club at Radstock Museum, from 
10.30am

3rd – Westfield TT Running Club, 6.30pm. For details 
of groups and levels of ability, search for ‘Westfield 
TT Running Group’ on Facebook

4th – Westfield TT Running Club, 6.30pm. For details 
of groups and levels of ability, search for ‘Westfield 
TT Running Group’ on Facebook

7th – Coffee morning at Trinity Methodist Church, 
10am

7th – Fantastique 80s/90s night, live at Mardons, 
9pm

7th – Wellbeing café for carers, from 1pm

9th – Environment and Development Committee 
Meeting, 7pm at the Oval Office, Cobblers’ Way

10th – Knit and Natter at Trinity Methodist Church, 
2pm

10th – Westfield TT Running Club, 6.30pm. For 
details of groups and levels of ability, search for 
‘Westfield TT Running Group’ on Facebook

11th – Westfield TT Running Club, 6.30pm. For 
details of groups and levels of ability, search for 
‘Westfield TT Running Group’ on Facebook

13th – Friday Club at Trinity Methodist Church, 2pm

14th – Coffee Morning at Trinity Methodist Church,  
10am

14th – Wired 4 Sound, live at Mardons, 9pm

16th – Local History Club at Radstock Museum, 
from 10.30am

17th – Knit and Natter at Trinity Methodist Church, 
2pm

17th – Memory Club at Radstock Museum, from 
10.30am

17th – Westfield TT Running Club, 6.30pm. For 
details of groups and levels of ability, search for 
‘Westfield TT Running Group’ on Facebook

18th – Westfield TT Running Club, 6.30pm. For 
details of groups and levels of ability, search for 
‘Westfield TT Running Group’ on Facebook

18th – Finance and Personnel Committee Meeting, 
10am at the Oval Office, Cobblers’ Way 

20th – Family night disco at Westhill Club, 7pm

21st – Coffee Morning at Trinity Methodist Church, 
10am

21st – The Coyote Kings, live at Mardons, 9pm

23rd – Wellbeing café for carers, from 1pm

24th – Knit and Natter at Trinity Methodist Church, 
2pm

24th – Bulb planting at Glebelands, from 10am

24th – Westfield TT Running Club, 6.30pm. For 
details of groups and levels of ability, search for 
‘Westfield TT Running Group’ on Facebook 

25th – Westfield TT Running Club, 6.30pm. For 
details of groups and levels of ability, search for 
‘Westfield TT Running Group’ on Facebook
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20th – Family night Halloween disco at Westhill 
Club, 7pm

28th – Halloween Fancy Dress Party with Limited 
Edition at Mardons, 9pm

29th – Halloween at the Station, Midsomer Norton 
Station

31st – Westfield TT Running Club, 6.30pm.For details 
of groups and levels of ability, search for ‘Westfield 
TT Running Group’ on Facebook

noVEMBER
1st –  Westfield TT Running Club, 6.30pm, For details 
of groups and levels of ability, search for ‘Westfield 
TT Running Group’ on Facebook.

4th – The Skinny Dippers, live at Mardons, 9pm

6th – Midsomer Norton Carer Café at Mardons, 
10am - noon

6th – Local History Club at Radstock Museum, from 
10.30am

6th – Westfield Parish Council Meeting, 7pm at the 
Oval Office, Cobblers’ Way

7th – Memory Club at Radstock Museum, from 
10.30am

7th – Westfield TT Running Club, 6.30pm. For details 
of groups and levels of ability, search for ‘Westfield 
TT Running Group’ on Facebook

8th – Westfield TT Running Club, 6.30pm. For details 
of groups and levels of ability, search for ‘Westfield 
TT Running Group’ on Facebook

10th – Friday Club at Trinity Methodist Church, 2pm

11th – Remembrance Day, brief silence at the 
Memorial Stone in Westfield at 11am. Refreshments 
available at the Trinity Methodist Church

11th – Bombshell, live at Mardons, 9pm 

12th – Remembrance Day, all are welcome to join 
the Methodist congregation at the Memorial Stone 
for traditional ceremony. The service begins at 
the church at 10.30am and resumes there after a 
minute’s silence. 

13th – Wellbeing Café at Radstock Museum, from 
1pm

13th – Environment and Development Committee 
Meeting, 7pm at the Oval Office, Cobblers’ Way

14th – Westfield TT Running Club, 6.30pm. For 
details of groups and levels of ability, search for 
‘Westfield TT Running Group’ on Facebook

11th – Westfield TT Running Club, 6.30pm.For 
details of groups and levels of ability, search for 
‘Westfield TT Running Group’ on Facebook

18th – Sad Dad Club, live at Mardons, 9pm

20th – Local History Club at Radstock Museum, 
from 10.30am

21st – Memory Club at Radstock Museum, from 
10.30 am

21st – Westfield TT Running Club, 6.30pm. For 
details of groups and levels of ability, search for 
‘Westfield TT Running Group’ on Facebook 

22nd – Westfield TT Running Club, 6.30pm. For 
details of groups and levels of ability, search for 
‘Westfield TT Running Group’ on Facebook

22nd – Finance and Personnel Committee Meeting, 
10am at the Oval Office, Cobblers’ Way

25th – From Jovi (Bon Jovi Tribute) live at Mardons, 
9pm

28th –  Wellbeing Café for carers at Radstock 
Museum, from 1pm 

28th – Westfield TT Running Club, 6.30pm. For 
details of groups and levels of ability, search for 
‘Westfield TT Running Group’ on Facebook 

29th – Westfield TT Running Club, 6.30pm. For 
details of groups and levels of ability, search for 
‘Westfield TT Running Group’ on Facebook

30th – Christmas Lights Swithch-On, 6.30pm, Elm 
Tree Avenue, Wells Road

Every Wednesday and Saturday – Evening Bingo at 
Westhill Club, 7.30pm

ADVERTISE AN EVENT
Please send details of your event to:  

news@ignyte-uk.co.uk 
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  Please could you explain in brief what 
your role within B&nES is?

It’s a very mixed role. I lead on securing funding 
for and delivering practical improvements and 
projects across our 179 parks, open spaces and 
allotments (getting large repairs and upgrades 
done, mapping our grounds maintenance 
schedules) and liaising with our ten Friends 
Groups and other volunteers and community 
initiatives (like YourPark Bristol and Bath) and 
responding to customer complaints, suggestions 
and feedback. With a background in ecology, I’m 
also helping coordinate the Council’s response 
to the Ecological Emergency with actions in our 
parks and green spaces to help restore nature.

Can you explain how your role applies to 
Westfield?

I led on a large project to review, map and 
schedule our grounds maintenance regimes 
across the 364 hectares of land that the Council’s 
Parks Team manages. Before then there were no 
written or recorded maintenance schedules in 
place and we had to rely on staff knowing which 
areas needed maintenance and remembering to 
do so! I now advise the Operational Maintenance 
team on the maintenance of verges in and around 
Westfield.

I’m also leading a project, our new Bee Bold 
BANES project, where we are working with 
eight communities across the district to plant 
thousands of bulbs and wildflowers on verges to 
restore nature and improve where we live and 
one of these sites is the Leaze in Westfield. Many 
of our greenspaces and verges were not designed 
to be good for wildlife and so our eight sites will 
be demonstrations of what can be done with a 
modest budget and the existing maintenance 
resources to improve these areas for people and 
wildlife.

Grass cutting regimes in the area have 
changed over the years, can you tell us 
why this is and what impact this has 
environmentally?

There are numerous reports covering the declines 
in nature across the world and I would hope 
that with the success of TV documentaries and 
campaigns by national organisations, everyone is 
now well aware of the dire state of nature in the 
UK and across the world. For instance, in the UK:

 •  41% of all UK species have declined since the 
1970s

 •  Pollinators are down 30% since 1980

 •  97% of species-rich grassland have been lost in 
the UK since the 1930s.

This is important because we all rely on nature. 
Nature provides the air we breathe, the food 
we eat, the water we drink, and many of the 
resources we need to survive and maintain 
our quality of life. In total, more than half of 
the world’s economy is moderately or highly 
dependent on nature. 

Through its Nature Emergency Action Plan, Bath 
and North East Somerset Council is aiming 
to restore nature to 30% of the land that it 
manages in the coming years. BANES’ Parks 
Team recently completed a significant review 
of the maintenance of our parks, green spaces, 
allotments, woodlands and road verges to identify 
areas where nature can be helped to recover and 
so we aim to do this in areas of open space under 
trees and on verges that are wide enough to 
provide decent habitats; but don’t need the grass 
to be kept short to provide places for picnics, 
ball games, informal recreation and community 
events. We remain committed to mowing 
recreational areas frequently. 

an interview  
with Paul Pearce

We recently met with members of the B&NES Parks team to discuss 
the environment in Westfield.  Here’s an interview with Paul Pearce, 
Team Leader Parks Projects for B&NES. 
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Our ‘Let’s Get Buzzing’ approach follows the 
guidance of Plantlife, the Wildlife Trusts and the 
national No Mow May campaign and mirrors 
changes introduced by local authorities across the 
country including North Somerset, Dorset and 
Cornwall District Councils.

Tall grass is an invaluable habitat for a wide 
range of different species. For many butterfly 
species, such as Gatekeeper, Ringlet and Marbled 
White, native grasses are the only food plant 
for caterpillars which need longer grass to feed 
and over winter, grass clumps provide habitats 
for moths, craneflies and other insects and grass 
seeds are used by  sparrows and goldcrests - 
so tall grass is an invaluable food source for 
birds. Other species that will benefit from the 
undisturbed habitat include amphibians and 
reptiles and small mammals, such as hedgehogs.  

Less frequent mowing also encourages native 
species such as dandelions, buttercups and daisies 
which can be some of the best nectar sources for 
bees.

 What other things are B&nES doing to 
improve and look after the environment? 

BANES recently published its 
Ecological Emergency Action 
Plan (https://beta.bathnes.
gov.uk/document-and-policy-
library/ecological-emergency-
action-plan) which sets out 
the various themes of its 
nature recovery work in the 
coming years.

Can you tell us a bit about 
the neighbourhood nature 
areas scheme?  

We would love all of our 
tall grass areas to be full of 
wildflowers but re-establishing 
wildflowers in the landscape 
relies on planting bulbs and 
wildflower plugs and sowing 
seeds and we can’t do this 
everywhere across our 360 
hectares of parks, open spaces 
and road verges. Where we can 

secure grants and support from volunteers, we are 
working with local communities to improve our 
landscape. 

However, residents and community groups can 
help and our Neighbourhood Nature Area scheme 
allows people to ‘adopt’ their local verge or a 
small area of an open space and garden it to help 
nature and improve where they live. We currently 
have nine such sites across the district and would 
love to have lots more https://beta.bathnes.gov.
uk/neighbourhood-nature-areas. 

We are planning on working together to plant 
some bulbs at Glebelands in october, can you 
tell us more about that? 

This is a great example of how volunteers can 
help enhance our nature recovery areas. Some 
local people have said that they’re unhappy 
with longer grass on some of the verges in the 
estate and so BANES and the Parish Council have 
organised a volunteer day to plant thousands of 
spring bulbs. The spring bulbs will provide more 
food for pollinators and brighten up these areas in 
the spring. 
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At the time of writing, we still have a vacancy 
for a Parish Councillor.  There may be someone 
who is interested in the local community and 
would like to be part of decision-making when 
it comes to improving the community for the 
people of Westfield – a continuous ongoing 
project!  

There is no place for party politics at Parish Council 
level, just a group of Councillors who would like to 
see the lives of the residents of Westfield enhanced 
by their surroundings – for example, the work 
in the Waterside Valley and the upkeep of the 
recreation grounds are always under discussion.  
We have an input into decision making on planning 
issues, though not the final say, and work with 
organisations in the parish who are helping others.  

Should you be thinking about it, but not yet 
sure, the National Association of Local Councils 
are running a webinar where you can get more 

information, which is open to everyone.  

DEMoCRaCY In aCTIon

This event is brought to you by the National 
Association of Local Councils and the Local 
Government Association. It will be held online on 
Tuesday, 14th November, 12 noon - 1.15pm.

about this event 
Do you want to give something back to your 
community? Help local people and achieve great 
things for your local area? Have a positive impact 
on wider society?

Hear about how you can be the voice of your 
community by becoming a local councillor.

This event will provide a valuable opportunity to 
learn about the work and role of councillors and 
the huge difference you could make as a local 
leader in your area.

A panel of experts including those who have 
become councillors at various local government 
levels will share their insights, experience, and 
advice. You will also have the opportunity to ask 
questions, engage in discussions and access the 
wide range of support available to take action for 
your community.

Should you wish to be part of this, please contact 
the Parish Council and we will give you the 
Eventbrite log in.    

council@westfieldparishcouncil.co.uk 
01761 410669

Vacancy for a Parish Councillor

Need more storage space?
Make use of your loft and create

more space in your home
Loft Ladders
Loft Lighting

Raised Loft Storage
Insulation

Loft storage solutions for period and new build homes 
that do’t void your warranty

01373 813 438
www.loftboardingsouthwest.co.uk

Loft Boarding South West
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The Bath Area Play Project recently held a 
family play day at Norton Hill Recreation 
Ground.  Despite the wet conditions, 400 
children and parents came along and enjoyed all 
of the activities on offer! 

Bath area Play Project Play Day

Chairman of the Parish Council, Phil Wilkinson said: 
“It was a fun-filled afternoon, attended by many 
local families.  The Parish Council are pleased that 
the grant we provided is going to good use and 
that these wonderful play days can continue to be 
held in Westfield!”
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Join the Somer Valley Rediscovered Team at 
Waterside Valley on Tuesday, 12th September 
for an evening bat walk led by professional bat 
ecologists. 

We will start at 7:30pm with a brief talk about bat 
ecology and conservation and then go for a gentle 
stroll around the meadows and along the river 
looking and listening out for different bat species. 
We will use bat detectors to pick up the bat’s 
echolocations and work out what species we have 
recorded. We will finish up at 9:30pm. 

In the event of poor weather, we may need to 
cancel at short notice, in which case we will 
reschedule.

Please note: 

•  There is some unstable ground and steeper 
sections so please wear sturdy footwear. 

•  Bring a torch! 

•  All under18s must be accompanied by an adult. 

•  Could we please ask that dogs are left at home. 

Free Parking is available at Church Street Car Park, 
13 Church St, Radstock, BA3 3QG. Please arrive by 
7:25pm for an 7:30pm start. 

Book your place on Eventbrite  https://shorturl.at/
wxyDP 

Join us for a bat walk

2022 – Celebrating 

40 YEARS
of Dance in Radstock 

www.suehilldance.co.uk

From £16.50 per month

Over 50 classes 
a week in all styles 

of dance from 
18 months to adult

I’m pleased to let readers of Westfield know 
about Birthday Buses. Please do apply at  
www.birthdaybus.co.uk 

There you can apply for a special Birthday Bus Pass 
for free bus travel throughout the whole month of 
your birthday. We have ambitious net zero targets 
in the West of England and 44% of our carbon 
emissions currently come from transport. This is 
a plan to encourage people to try the buses and 
hopefully switch to them, which in turn, will mean 

more fare income and so better buses in the future 
too. You’ll need a digital style passport photo and 
a local address to apply - and to fill in a couple of 
quick questions about your travel habits.

Thinking about a green upgrade to your home? 

The new “Retrofit West” Advice Line has been 
launched. Call 0800 038 6733 to find out about 
measures that could suit your home and get advice 
on next steps.

Many happy returns and singles 
Report from Dan norris, Metro Mayor of West of England Mayoral Combined authority

Are you looking for affordable childcare  
that won’t cost you more than you earn?

Using our knowledge from over 40 years of providing local 
affordable childcare we provide a homely, loving and caring 

environment for all children to grow to their full potential. 
Please feel free to contact us for more details and to see  

how we can help you or to find out about visiting us.

TEDDY BEAR NURSERY 
Nightingale Way Westfield BA3 4NL
Tel: 01761 418100
Email: teddybearnursery@outlook.com
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Mardons Community Club
With its new title of ‘Community Club’ and status 
as a Community Interest Company, the committee 
at Mardons continue to strive, not only to provide  
entertainment for fans of both sport and live 
music, but to offer their facilities for local groups 
and organisations and to aid in fundraising efforts.

Looking towards the Autum, there’s lots happening 
and some impressive entertainment still to come ...

The Sad Dad Club are a relatively new band that are 
making a big impact and garnering a very loyal and 
growing fan base. Their performances are lively, fun 
and crowd pleasing, so should certainly appeal to the 
audience at Mardons.

Summer has seen some extremely well-attended 
fundraising events - both the Quiz and Bingo Night 
from Luckington Carnival Club saw the club full 
and tickets for the charity fundraiser in aid of Mind 
quickly sold out. As always, Mardons would like to 
thank everyone for their generosity and support. The club is extremely pleased to announce that the 

ever-popular Limited Edition will be performing at 
the Halloween Fancy Dress Party once again this 
year. They’ve proven themselves time and again and 
always embrace the spirit of the night, donning crazy 
costumes!

The end of November promises to be another 
highlight as the lads of From Jovi return to Mardons 
for another Bon Jovi Tribute Night. Their appearance 
at the start of the year quickly took the club to its 
capacity, with the dance floor filled throughout the 
evening.The band have been thrilling audiences at 
shows ever since and recieving high aclaim from all.

There’s always lots happening, so pop along and 
enjoy a great night out with friends and family! 

 Facebook.com/mardonsclub

Limited Edition - Halloween Hijinks

From Jovi are set to return!

Excitement is building for the Sad Dad Club’s debut
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Parish 
Clerk

The

Thank you to all who turned out to 
celebrate the Coronation with a Big 

Lunch at Westhill Recreation Ground.  The 
sun shone and the free food and ice creams 
were all very much enjoyed.  Thank you to 
all who took part, particularly the wonderful 
and tireless children’s entertainer.

Is anyone interested in volunteering for an event to 
commemorate the 80th Anniversary of D Day on 
6th June 2024?  If so, please do contact the Parish 
Council office for more information. 
council@westfieldparishcouncil.co.uk 
01761 410669.

We are working hard to have an extension built at 
Norton Hill Recreation Ground pavilion to house the 
Parish Council office and meeting room.  This will 
give long term stability and savings on office rental 
costs.

It is great to see Waterside Valley being used more 
and more by community groups.  September will see 
a free bat walk through the valley and, in October, 
a free hedge laying workshop.  In the meantime, 
EcoWild are now running weekly wellness sessions 
at the site.

As the days draw in, we are starting to prepare 
for the Christmas Lights Switch On event on 30th 
November, 6.30pm at Elm Tree Avenue / Wells Road.
We hope to see you there.

Lesley Close 
Parish Clerk

Purchasing the final piece of land which 
joins Waterside Valley with Haydon Batch is 
something which Westfield Parish Council has 
wanted for a long time.  We are delighted that 
the completion of the purchase has now taken 
place.

Chair of Westfield Parish Council, Cllr Phil 
Wilkinson, said: “This is excellent news.  We have 
exciting plans for Waterside Valley and this final 
piece of land creates a corridor of public open 
space along the length of Waterside.”

If you would like to know more about the Parish 
Council’s plans for Waterside Valley, the plan is 
published here https://www.westfieldparishcouncil.
co.uk/community/waterside-valley/

And if you would like to volunteer for a free 
workshop on hedge laying at the site, please 
contact Westfield Parish Council on council@
westfieldparishcouncil.co.uk or tel 01761 410669.

Waterside Valley update
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Your Councillors 

Any queries can be emailed to council@westfieldparishcouncil.co.uk and will be 
answered during normal working hours which are Monday to Thursday 9am to 
4.30pm. 

The Oval Office, Cobblers Way St Peter's Business Park,  Westfield BA3 3BX
Telephone: 01761 410669      Email: council@westfieldparishcouncil.co.uk

 @westfield_pc      Westfield Parish Council      @westfield__pc

Cllr Diana Cooper
01761 415155
diana.cooper@
westfieldparishcouncil.co.uk 

Cllr Geoff Fuller
Chair
07540 998603 
geoff.fuller@
westfieldparishcouncil.co.uk

Cllr Ron Hopkins
07460 819007 /  
01761 435852
ron.hopkins@
westfieldparishcouncil.co.uk

Cllr James Honess
james.honess@
westfieldparishcouncil.co.uk

Cllr Eleanor Jackson 
07979 968416 /
01761 438968 
eleanor.jackson@
westfieldparishcouncil.co.uk
(also BaNES councillor for  
the Westfield ward) 

Cllr Phil Wilkinson
01761 431355 / 
07803 927626 
phil.wilkinson@
westfieldparishcouncil.co.uk 

Cllr Pat Williams
01761 432630 
pat.williams@
westfieldparishcouncil.co.uk 

Cllr Robin Moss
07543 626184 
robin.moss@ 
westfieldparishcouncil.co.uk
(also BaNES councillor for  
the Westfield ward) 

Cllr Paul Millard
Paul.millard@
westfieldparishcouncil.co.uk



TONGUE & GROOVE PANELS

01225 720140SALES@HAVENTIMBER.CO.UK HAVENTIMBER.CO.UK
FARLEIGH ROAD - NORTON ST PHILIP - BA2 7NG

 
FROM

£40
 INC VAT

SLATTED PANELS

TRADITIONAL FENCE PANELS

HEAVY DUTY
FEATHEREDGE PANELS

BESTSELLER! Our heavy duty overlap
fence panels are constructed with up

to 30% more timber than most
standard overlap panels providing a
more robust and long lasting panel. 

 As with featheredge fencing, overlap
fencing is ideal for most gardens, pet

owners and those looking for
maximum privacy.

Traditional and decorative, our planed
picket or palisade fence panels offer a

great boundary marker without
obstructing your view.  

 
Spacing between each picket means 
 less wind damage.  Country charm
that can be enjoyed in any garden.

BESTSELLER! Also known as close-
board, featherboard or featherlap.   

 Solid and strong constructed with
overlapped vertical featheredge

boards and fully framed.   Ideal for
most gardens, great for pet owners,

provides security and privacy. 

 
FROM

£50
 INC VAT

PLANED PICKET PANELS

MODERN FENCE PANELS

BESTSELLER ! Sleek and contemporary, our slatted panels
can make great dividers for different sections of your

garden.  The gaps allow wind through, reducing resistance
and improving longevity as well as casting the beautiful

effect of sunlight streaming through.

HEAVY DUTY OVERLAP
PANELS

DECORATIVE FENCE PANELS

These dual-sided
decorative fence

panels  can be
equally appreciated

from either side.
Offering good levels

of privacy these
highly attractive

panels are a popular
option for

contemporary and
traditional gardens.

BESTSE LLER ! Constructed using an interlocking system
which helps prevent water from penetrating the panel,

making them more rot resistant compared to other panels.  
A luxury style panel that offers the ultimate privacy

together with good noise reduction properties.  

SQUARE
HORIZONTAL

FROM £55 INC VAT

PREMIUM
WOVEN

FROM £80 INC VAT

OMEGA
LATTICE

FROM £90 INC VAT

TONGUE & GROOVE
LATTICE TOP

FROM £90 INC VAT

Haven Timber is a multi award winning independent timber
merchant conveniently located just off the A36 in the

picturesque village of Norton St Philip, between one of  the
oldest pubs in Britain - The George Inn and The Farleigh Road

Farm Shop & Cafe.

 
FROM

£44
 INC VAT

 
FROM
£43.75

 INC VAT

 
FROM

£85
 INC VAT


