
Watercourse

To be subject to further consideration once the apparent mismatch between the current

Biodivirsity Net Gain advice and a more holistic approach to watercourse biodiversity has been

resolved. In general the aim is likely to be to selectively clear some vegetation to let more light

into sections of the watercourse and make it more visually accessible. Possible localised

amendment to profile of watercourse may also be considered, to make it more suitable for

otters, water voles and kingfishers - subject to further Ecological advice

LEGEND

Footpath Improvement - 1st Priority

Areas of primary through routes that currently get significantly muddy for long

periods over autumn/ winter/ spring

· As a minimum remove surface mud and dress with crushed aggregate to

provide 2m wide path.

· For improved durability and accessibility, cut and fill to remove any cross fall

>1:50, fill with 200mm depth type 1 aggregate or 150mm type 1 plus 50mm

depth buff self binding gravel.

· Periodically check and re-dress with fresh stone if areas become muddy

again in future.

Footpath Improvement - 2nd Priority

Areas of primary through routes that currently do not get so significantly muddy

but would benefit from improvement to provide full connectivity and accessibility

for a wider range of users along primary through routes.

· Remove surface soft ground

· Cut and fill to remove any cross fall >1:50, fill with 200mm depth type 1

aggregate or 150mm type 1 plus 50mm depth buff self binding gravel

providing path 2m wide.

· Periodically check and re-dress with fresh stone if areas become muddy or

uneven in future.

Proposed New or Re-routed Fully

Accessible Footpath

Proposed new and re-routed footpaths to provide gentler gradients improving

degree to which the site is fully accessible to all. These routes concentrate on

access from the main entrance points of the site and providing through

connectivity as well as improving access between upper paths and lower paths.

· Cut into up-slope side and fill on down-slope side to provide level path.

· Surface with 200mm depth Type 1 aggregate

· Could include a 50mm top course of buff coloured self binding path gravel

(replacing 50mm of Type 1) for more aesthetically pleasing finish.

Meadow Grassland

Through appropriate management to be enhanced from "Improved Grassland" to a more

bio-diverse"other neutral grassland" classification. To be managed through an annual hay cut

with the addition of potential further cuts each year and some other remedial works and

over-seeding. See written management plan document for fuller details.

Tree canopies & hedgerows (approx. extent, retained)

Short Amenity Grass

Most of this is already regularly close mown for amenity use. This treatment is to continue,

either allowing current unofficial volunteer mowing to continue (potentially bringing it under a

more regularized arrangement) or as part of general site maintenance undertaken by the PC.

Br = Brambles    Tr = Tall ruderal herbs    Scr = Scrub

Full Accessibility

Completion of the new fully accessible paths together with both the 1st and 2nd

priority improvements has the potential to make all these routes fully accessible

to a much wider range of users, providing a high path close to the housing along

Waterford Park and Birch Road, a low path close to the watercourse together

with two means of access between the two.

Proposed "Parkland" Specimen Trees

Exact locations and numbers determined as part of a more detailed design process. To

comprise native climax woodland species such as Oak, Lime, Willow and Beech. Inclusion of

some suitable non-natives could be considered to provide increased climate change resilience

1
0
0
m

1

0

5

m

Contours at 5m intervals

Existing worn paths (grass and bare earth desire line paths)

Apart from those indicated for potential improvement (see below) these paths can largely be left

to develop and evolve naturally through use patters. Little management of maintenance of these

is expected to be required.

Extent of Westfield Parish Council ownership

Picnic bench:

· in fully accessible locations, to be of a design suitable to allow a wheel chair user to sit at the

table

· Actual number and locations may be adjusted subject to more detailed consideration or in

response to demand over time

Seat / bench:

· Actual number and locations may be adjusted subject to more detailed consideration or in

response to demand over time

Dog Waste / Litter Bin

· Actual number and location can be adjusted in relation to need and

resources for emptying.

· Currently these are shown at all the primary entrances that can be

relatively easily reached from a road (for emptying)

KG

Redundant stock fencing and Kissing gates

Where these are within the site, rater than making the site boundary they are to be removed as

they serve no purpose and unnecessarily limit access to some areas. This can either be

achieved through wholesale removal as part of initial improvement works to the site, or

gradually as vegetation management is applied to different areas.

Primary path Routes

Paths indicated for improvement under the categories set out below are considered the primary

route paths. These should be inspected periodically and maintained to keep them as accessible

as practical to as wide a range of users as possible all though the year.

Proposed Furniture

Coarse ruderal vegetation, brambles & scrub

Ruderals predominately nettles and thistles but with hogweed and other umbelifers along edge

of watercourse. Generally managed by periodic cutting back to prevent further spread. Refer to

written management plan document for further details*
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G r e e n s p a c e

Improved path surface over slightly

revised route to give gradient <1:21

Existing path has gradients from 1:20

to south steepening to 1:12 towards

entrance A. Improvement to surface

and width would make this fully

accessible to a much wider range of

people

Remove redundant

dilapidated fencing

Allow informal play within

watercourse to continue here

Remove fallen tree

that blocks path

SPRING / OUTFALL

· Clear brambles at head of spring point to

establish if water arises from a single

distinct point.

· If so construct head wall or feature with

large boulders to make a feature of the

spring

· Excavate existing channel to provide a more

distinct shallow stepped channel with large

boulders forming weir points to slow water

flow

· Install a simple sleeper plank bridge to take

path over the channel.

Replace existing footbridge with a slightly

wider, studier timber bridge with side rails.

Ensure level access at either end through

localised granular fill to provide an informal

ramp to the ends of the bridge

Potential New Accessible path:

· On land not within Westfield PC's ownership, so would

require agreement of owners. Includes work within field

and part of the green space associated with the adjacent

housing.

· 2m wide path with compacted aggregate surface.

· Will involve cut on up-slope side and fill on down-slope

side.

· Achievable gradient here is probably < approx. 1:13 which

is potentially navigable by mobility scooters and powered

wheelchairs.

· Exact arrangement and alignment to be determined on

site as part of detailed design.

LINDEN CLOSE ENTRANCE:

· Combined entrance / access point to Waterside Valley and

Radstock TC's Haydon Batch. Could provide the effective

entrance both both sites (despite field between here and

Entrance I being in private ownership)

· If proposed accessible path to Waterside Valley is

installed, include "Primary Entrance" features here with

branding combined with Radstock TC, in place of those

suggested for Entrance I.

Existing hedge to be laid, keeping

selected trees as standards,

combined with additional native

planting to improve species

diversity.

Thereafter managed rotationally to

enhance and maintain dense

vegetation and prolong fruit & nut

production.

Existing hedge: Lay hedge

rotationally in sections. Cut

back sections of existing

blackthorn scrub and plant

with additional native shrub

species to improve species

diversity. Thereafter

managed rotationally to

enhance and maintain dense

vegetation and prolong fruit

& nut production.

Pill Box:

· This is the only one within Westflied PC's ownership.

· Surrounding vegetation to be cleared to provide clear

views of the pill box.

· Subject to agreement, this could include some clearance

within church yard.

· Condition to be checked and any necessary remedial work

/ cleaning out undertaken.

· Consideration to be given as to whether access within the

pill box will be possible or if a gate / grille needs to be

fitted. Access could be provided for special open days or

educational events.

· Vegetation to be kept cleared to maintain views of the pill

box from the valley, in the context of the others.

Pill Box:

· This is one is outside of Westflied PC's ownership.

Presumably owed by the College

· Subject to agreement from owners, removal of secondary

stems and epicormic growth from base of trees would

make the pill box more visible.

· Thereafter epicormic growth will need to be removed

annually.

· Maintain as grassland up to the pill box to retain visibility

Vertical Bar Metal Railings:

· These are presumably the responsibility of the College, as

historic boundary feature of South Hill House, on the site

of which the college was developed.

· Encourage repair of railings, maintaining their current

historic form. Discourage replacement with an

unsympathetic modern utilitarian fence

Pill Box:

· This is one is outside of Westflied PC's ownership.

(Presumably owned by no.50 Birch Road).

· Maintain vegetation in front as grassland to retain visibility

of the pill box.

ENTRANCE B: Secondary Entrance

· Remove existing kissing gate

· Repair / improve steps

· Provide smaller size abbreviated information / interpretation

sign

· Consider potential need for removable bollard to prevent

vehicle access, either at site entrance or on end of path

where it joins Birch Road (subject to agreement of landowner)

ENTRANCE D: Primary Entrance

· Remove existing redundant kissing gate,

field gates and fencing.

· Install removable bollards to prevent

unauthorized vehicle access, but allowing

for use as main maintenance access

· Provide "large", full information /

interpretation sign

· Consider adding directional sign from

Church Street

ENTRANCE A: Primary Entrance

· Remove existing redundant kissing gate, field

gate and fencing.

· Install removable bollards to prevent

unauthorized vehicle access, but allowing for use

as main maintenance access

· Improve surface around entrance

· Provide larger size, full information /

interpretation sign

ENTRANCE C: Tertiary Entrance

· Consider keeping existing historic iron squeeze stile, albeit

with path by-passing it

· Improve path surface around entrance.

· Provide simple marker post / totem sign

· Consider improving path route within churchyard (off site

works) in conjunction with the church to give better

connection to nearest concrete path within churchyard

ENTRANCE E: Secondary Entrance

· Remove existing redundant kissing gate and

fencing

· Repair / improve path surface for better all year

round access

· Provide smaller size abbreviated information /

interpretation sign.

· Although outside site boundary, consider

improving surface of path over bridge.

ENTRANCE F: Tertiary Entrance

· Repair / improve path surface for better all year round access.

Most of muddiest area is beyond PC ownership boundary.

Consider whether improvements extended here.

· Provide simple marker post / totem sign

ENTRANCE G: Tertiary Entrance

· Repair / improve path surface for better all year round access.

· Some of muddiest areas are beyond PC ownership boundary.

Consider whether improvements extend here.

· Make adjustments to remove step at ends of footbridge.

Either through modification of the bridge or with granular fill

added at each end to provide a simple ramp. Consider

whether a handrail should be restored to this bridge.

Ownership of this bridge is not clear as it is on or very close

to the ownership boundary

· Provide simple marker post / totem sign

ENTRANCE H: Secondary Entrance

· Although WPC land extends S of the watercourse, treat the

footbridge as the entrance

· Make adjustments to remove step at ends of footbridge.

Either through modification of the bridge or with granular fill

added at each end to provide a simple ramp. This bridge may

belong to B&NES PROW team

· Remove existing redundant kissing gate and fencing

· Repair / improve path surface for better all year round access,

including sections within WPC land south of the watercourse

· Provide smaller size abbreviated information / interpretation

sign

ENTRANCE I: Primary Entrance

· Dependant upon ongoing use of field to south-west,

remove existing redundant kissing gates (one or both? the

southern gate is not on WPC land).

· Improve path surface for better all year round access

· Dependant upon treatment of Linden Close entrance,

Provide "large", full information / interpretation sign here.

(omitted if this is provided at the Linden Close entrance)

ENTRANCE J: Secondary or Tertiary Entrance

Involves slightly convoluted access over housing estate green

space and corner of land in unknown ownership between the

housing estate and WPC ownership.

· Establish details of ownership and seek agreement to

formalize this entrance and simplify path route.

· With relevant agreements, treat as secondary entrance,

otherwise treat as tertiary entrance.

· Repair / improve path surface for better all year round access,

possibly including some work outside PC land.

· Provide smaller abbreviated information / interpretation sign

or just simple marker post / totem sign, as appropriate to

established status of the entrance.

MINER'S POOL AREA

Outside of Westfiled PC's ownership and not directly

part of the Waterside Valley project, but functionally this

area is used as part of the site and is popular with the

public. Subject to establishing ownership and agreement

the following works could be considered:

· Vegetation management to open up the

watercourse and let in more light

· Survey and historic research into built elements.

· Structural survey and repairs to built elements

including dam of the miners pool, stone edging,

brick footbridge and dam and cascade up-stream

from the bridge.

· Repairs and improvements to footpaths and

access, including providing disabled access to the

pool and to view the cascade.

· If bathing were to be reintroduced, further works

including de-silting of the pool would be required as

a specialist project.

Remove redundant

fencing and old

cattle barriers from

either side of path

pb

pb

pb

DLB

DLB

DLB

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

Area is very wet in winter with no

distinct spring or line of water flow.

Unlike the other spring points, this

area is dry in summer. Investigate

potential for defining a channel to take

water with the path going over a

simple plank bridge or the need for

drainage above path to keep path dry

Allow informal play within

watercourse to continue here

Allow informal play in and

around the watercourse to

continue here

Remove redundant

dilapidated fencing

ENCROACHMENT OF PRIVATE GARDEN USE

· Ongoing use as extensions to individual private gardens

will be subject to WPC policy on this.

· Trampolines, goals and other paraphernalia have already

been removed following WPC contact with residents

· Extent of individual maintenance and corporate

maintenance undertaken by WPC will need to be

determined.

· Continued grass cutting of the main path is desirable

· The default for other areas should then be to maintain as

part of the general meadow grassland, although WPC

may allow some exceptions based on pre-existing

situation.

ENCROACHMENT OF PRIVATE GARDEN USE

· Ongoing use as extensions to individual private gardens

will be subject to WPC policy on this.

· Trampolines, goals and other paraphernalia have already

been removed following WPC contact with residents

· Extent of individual maintenance and corporate

maintenance undertaken by WPC will need to be

determined.

· Continued grass cutting of the main path is desirable

· The default for other areas should then be to maintain as

part of the general meadow grassland, although WPC

may allow some exceptions based on pre-existing

situation.

SPRING / OUTFALL

· Clear vegetation at head of spring point to

establish if water arises from a single

distinct point.

· If so construct head wall or feature with

large boulders to make a feature of the

spring

· Excavate existing channel to provide a more

distinct shallow stepped channel with large

boulders forming weir points to slow water

flow

· Install a simple sleeper plank bridge to take

path over the channel.

SPRING / OUTFALL

· Clear vegetation at head of spring point to

establish if water arises from a single

distinct point.

· If so construct head wall or feature with

large boulders to make a feature of the

spring

· Excavate existing channel to provide a more

distinct shallow stepped channel with large

boulders forming weir points to slow water

flow

· Install a simple sleeper plank bridge to take

path over the channel.

Remove redundant

dilapidated fencing

Proposed New Accessible path:

· 2m wide path with compacted aggregate surface.

· Will involve cut on up-slope side and fill on

down-slope side.

· Achievable gradient approx. 1:14 which is

navigable by mobility scooters and powered

wheelchairs.

· Exact alignment to be determined on site as part

of detailed design

Church yard / burial ground

Entrances

Entrances have been designated under three categories:

Primary entrances

· Official entrances mostly protected by PROW, and with potential to be made fully accessible to all

· Entrances marked by simple welcoming open gateway feature  - either simple substantial posts, archway or an

art based installation.

· Consistent design language to be applied to each entrance

· Include Westfield Parish Council branding, possibly combined with Radstock Town Council to link with

HaydonBatch. Where required, include folding or removable bollards to prevent unauthorized vehicle access.

· Interpretation & information board to be included just inside entrance. To include notice of prohibited activities

Secondary Entrances

· Official entrances mostly protected by PROW, but with little potential to reasonably be made fully accessible to all

· Entrances marked as above but with slightly simpler, smaller scale features and simpler interpretation

information.

Tertiary Entrances

· informal / unofficial entrances, not protected by any known right of way, but well used for many years.

· Entracne to be marked with a simple low key marker post / totem with site name and WPC branding

Paths & Access

· See also detailed notes in Legend

Wheelchair accessible path                         Type 1 Aggregate                            Self binding path gravel             Accessible picnic bench

Type 1 aggregate

Grassland Management

Existing grassland enhanced through management and overseeding (possibly including the hemiparasite Yellow

Rattle to reduce vigor of coarse grasses, to increase biodiversity and level of wild flowers. Management through

annual hay cut and possibly up to two additional cuts each year

Hay cutting                                               Yellow Rattle                             Species rich grassland (Meadow)

Hedge Laying & Scrub Management

Hedges to be cyclically laid and inter-planted to increase biodiversity. Scrub to be managed to prevent further spread

and to maintain a diversity of maturity thought cyclical cutting "scrub bashing"

Hedge laying                                                                            Scrub cutting

Treatment of Springs

Provide a more defined channel with boulders defining the outfall / spring

point and steps to retain and slow water flow making a more attractive

feature and avoiding current seepage over a wide area making paths

excessively muddy. Simple timber sleeper footbridges to take path over

channel
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Waterside Valley, Westfield

Masterplan - Improvements

and general management regimes

Improvements and general management regimes
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