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Minutes of the Environment and Development Committee Meeting held in the 
boardroom at the Oval Office, Cobblers Way, Westfield on  

9th May 2022 commencing at 7pm. 
 
 

Present:   Cllrs Bryan Wallbridge (Chair), Geoff Fuller, James Honess, Ron 
Hopkins, Eleanor Jackson and Pat Williams 

 
Absent: Cllr Diana Cooper 
 
Also attending:   Lesley Close, Parish Clerk, Tracey Stephens, Admin Assistant.  2 

members of the public.   
 

The members of the Public were invited to speak at the start of the meeting.  
Concerns were raised over parking at St Peter’s Road.   

 
 
1. Election of Chair 
 

Cllr Wallbridge was nominated by Cllr Jackson and seconded by Cllr Williams.  
Vote was unanimous 
 
Resolved:  Cllr Wallbridge elected as Chair of Environment and Development 
Committee 
 

2. Election of Vice Chair 
 

 Cllr Cooper was nominated by Cllr Fuller and seconded by Cllr Jackson.  Vote 
was unanimous. 
 
Resolved:  Cllr Cooper elected as Vice Chair of Environment and 
Development Committee on confirmation of her acceptance of the role.   
 

3. To confirm the membership of the Climate Emergency Working Group 
 

 Westfield Parish Council had declared a Climate Emergency and it was felt 
that as Climate Emergency is a very important topic then items raised should 
be discussed in full Committee, who will take on responsibility. 
 
Resolved:  (1) to add Climate Emergency as a recurring agenda item for this 

Committee 
                   (2) to dissolve the Climate Emergency Working Group 
 

4. Apologies for absence and to consider the reasons given 
  
Apologies were received from Cllr Cooper and accepted. 
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5. Declarations of interest and dispensation 
  

Cllr Hopkins declared an interest in item 7, Planning Applications as Vice 
Chair of Somer Valley Forum 

  
6. Minutes of the last meeting 
 
   The minutes of the last meeting held on 11th April 2022 were agreed as a true 

record and signed by the Chair. 
 
7. Planning applications for consideration 
 
 There were no objections to the following application: 
  
  

22/01743/VAR 12 Milton 
Road 

Variation of condition 3 (Materials) of application 
21/00068/VAR (Variation of condition 7 (Plans 
List) of application 19/01114/FUL (Erection of 
two storey, 3 bed dwelling attached to existing 
property at 12 Milton Road).) 

 
 22/01488/FUL – 13 St Peter’s Road, erection of dwelling (resubmission) 
 

The Committee reiterated its concerns from the original planning application – 
21/05150/FUL: 

 
 The Committee objected to this application on the grounds that: 

• It was not in keeping with the street scene 

• It is overlooking and significantly overshadows the neighbouring 
property, meaning loss of residential amenity for the neighbour 

• It does not comply with Policy 1 of the Westfield Neighbourhood Plan in 
that it does not reflect the character of the surrounding area and protect 
the amenity of neighbours.  It does not reinforce the uniformity of the 
street by reflecting the scale, mass, height and form of its neighbours 

 
 

• A consultation on draft Planning Obligations Supplementary 
Planning Document and Draft Sustainable Construction Checklist 
Supplementary Planning Document, was noted. 

 

• Somer Valley Enterprise Zone 
 

A consultation on new commercial development in the Somer Valley had been 
circulated.   
 
Resolved:  to respond to the consultation with the following concerns: 

 



Westfield Parish Council 

 

Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting. 
 
Signed ……………………………………   Dated ……………………………… 
 

(1) This proposal will be hugely detrimental to Westfield Industrial Estate, which 
will see organisations moving to the Enterprise Zone, where rents charged will 
be roughly half.  The adverse impact this will have on the economy of 
Westfield, which does not benefit from the same kind of subsidies, is 
huge.  The impact on the High Street, Midsomer Norton should also be taken 
into consideration for the same reasons. 

(2) Environmentally this will be a disaster in terms of pollution on our already 
overcrowded road network.   

(3) A distribution centre requires sound supporting infrastructure – the road links 
on the A362 to the A37 are not adequate for this purpose. 
 

8. Planning Decisions  
 

The Planning decisions were noted. 
 
9. Recreation Ground – Norton Hill 
 
 There were no items to discuss.  

   
10. Recreation Ground - Westhill  
 

• Mobile CCTV at Ash Tree Court update   
 
The Clerk reported that she was still trying to establish the brand and make of 
the camera in order to get permission to use it on the lamppost. 
 

• Westhill Club 
 
The Club had communicated to say that it had been advised that it could 
register as a Charitable Community Benefit Society.   
 
Resolved:  to ask advice from the solicitor to confirm that would be 
acceptable. 
 

• Anti-social behaviour 
 
Committee was advised of several communications letting us know of anti-
social behaviour at the Recreation Ground and that the police had been 
informed, with a request for a more frequent presence.   

 
11. Waterside Valley  

 
There were no items to discuss. 
 

12. Allotments – update on meeting with college 
 
A meeting had been arranged with Jayne Davis of Bath College on Monday 
13th June at 6:30pm at the Oval Office, prior to the next E&D meeting. 
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13. Flowers in Public Places 
 

 Resolved:  to accept the quote for £260 from Rob Wicke for the pruning of the 
Silver Birch trees at Jubilee Green 

 
14. Westfield Parish Council Action Plan 
 
 The Action Plan was noted. 
 

The Committee was advised of the confirmation of the PROW CL24/41 at the 
Upper Pit Path.  
 
Also noted was that the Funfair had paid the invoice and sent the 
documentation required in relation to rides and stalls. However, some advice 
was requested in relation to the documentation required for the catering unit,    
 

The meeting closed at 8:14pm. 


