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Unbelievably we are now moving into the
winter months still under the cloud of
Covid. I hope that all residents have kept
themselves safe and well and are able
to continue to do so through the winter
months.
One unfortunate side effect of the lockdown is
that we have encountered too much antisocial
behaviour around the parish, particularly
at Norton Hill Recreation Ground, the new
Shakespeare Road play area and at Westhill
Recreation Ground, where someone has stolen
one of the swings and another has been damaged
beyond repair. Apart from the upset and
disappointment caused, this is costing all of us
residents of Westfield a lot of money to put right
so we urge people to report any criminal damage
or antisocial behaviour.
The new running track and gym equipment
installation at Westhill has been completed, apart
from one piece of gym equipment to be installed.
It has been very well used and there has been a
lot of positive feedback. There are also new picnic
tables which have arrived and are waiting to be
installed.
The Parish Council office staff are getting back
to some normality, working from the office and
from home. Speaking for all, I would like to thank
the staff for maintaining a high standard of work
in keeping the Parish Council on track during this
very difficult and uncertain time.
You will see in the main part of this edition of
the Warbler that the grant deadline has been
extended to the 23rd November and this will be
the last chance to request funding for a project
that benefits the people of Westfield.
As winter approaches, the Parish Council are
asking for snow wardens to help keep our
pavements clear and open. If anyone feels that
they are able to help out then please contact the
office.
Cllr Geoff Fuller - Chair of Westfield Parish Council
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The next edition of The Westfield Warbler will be in
February 2021. If you would like your group to be included,
please contact us by1st February.
You can view The Westfield Warbler on the Council’s
website at www.westfieldparishcouncil.co.uk
The Westfield Warbler is produced by Ignyte Media Ltd,
Bathway Farm, Bathway, Chewton Mendip, Somerset, BA3
4LN.
Whilst every care has been taken to ensure the data
contained in this publication is accurate, neither the
publisher or it’s editorial contributors can accept, and
hereby disclaim, any liability to any party for loss or
damage caused by errors or omissions resulting from
negligence, accident or any other cause. Ignyte Media
and Westfield Parish Council do not officially endorse
any advertising material included within this publication.
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be
reproduced or stored in any retrieval system in any form
without the prior permission of the publisher.
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Christmas isn’t cancelled!!!
It will not be a surprise to read that the Parish Council has taken the decision
to cancel the Christmas Lights switch-on event this year as it would not be
possible for this event to take place within the current restrictions.
But rather than dwell on what we can’t do this year,
here are all the things that are not cancelled:
New Festive Lights display!

Friendship with your neighbours

At the beginning of the year, we went out
to tender on our festive lights contract and
have chosen a fresh new set of designs to
display the length of the Fosseway this year.
You may have noticed the lights going up
in October. They will be switched on from
26th November and will be illuminated from
school pick-up to midnight every evening
through to Twelfth Night.

We saw so many great examples of
neighbourly support over the lockdown
period. Over the VE Day bank holiday in
particular, Westfield was full of (socially
distanced) street parties and neighbourhood
gatherings. People were shopping for their
neighbours and taking them gifts and chatting
over the garden fence became the pastime of
choice. Why not carry that neighbourhood
spirit through the festive period by checking
in on your neighbours, especially those that
may be vulnerable?

Trees around the shops
We will light up the Westfield living Christmas
tree and have the usual pretty display of
smaller trees around the shops, church and
butcher’s. Christmas will still be lit up in the
heart of Westfield.

Support for local business
There is a big push to shop local this
Christmas and to support the local economy.
We published a big list of local businesses in
the last issue of the Warbler and Facebook
is full of local people selling homemade
gifts. Why not look local for your Christmas
shopping this year?

Father Christmas
I was having this conversation with my
daughter just this morning: Santa already
works alone and lives all the way in the North
Pole, safe from any Covid infections, and, as
long as there are no more than five people
sleeping in your bedroom, he can come and
fill your stocking and be totally within the
rules! Hooray for Santa!

We will miss seeing everyone out at the popular switch-on event but nevertheless
we want to wish everyone in Westfield a happy, safe and joyous Christmas period.
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Festive wordsearch ...

Some Christmas jokes ...
What goes “Ho Ho plonk”?
Father Christmas laughing his head off!
What did the big chimney say to the little
chimney?
“You’re too young to smoke.”
Why did Santa's helper see the doctor?
Because he had a low "elf" esteem!

Two snowmen were standing in a field, one
turned to the other and said “Can you smell
carrots?”
Father Christmas looked out of the window
and said to Mrs Christmas “Looks like
reindeer!”
Grateful thanks to local residents Eva Merko (11)
and Olivia Merko (9) for this festive entertainment.
The Westfield Warbler - 5

Keeping fit is now easier in Westfield
– New gym equipment at Westhill
As many of you will have seen, the
running track and fitness equipment
is all now completely installed at
Westhill Recreation Ground.
Westfield’s Neighbourhood Plan, back in
2018, had set out some aspirations for the
people of Westfield.
Something that came out of the consultation
with residents was a huge demand for
somewhere for public exercise – and so the
search began.
Funding was identified as being available
from S106 money from B&NES and a
significant grant was obtained from Westfield
and Radstock Big Local.

Centurion Travel Ltd
West Road Garage
Midsomer Norton
Radstock BA3 2TP

COMMERCIAL & LARGE VEHICLE REPAIRS & MOT’S
Genuine, honest and trustworthy advice

Vehicle Repairs / MOT Preparation
With over 95 years’ experience in the travel and transportation industry,
we know what is required of your vehicle. Specialists in commercial and
large vehicle repairs and maintenance, our team of highly skilled and
friendly mechanics bring their wealth of industry experience and vehicle
expertise to the customer, every time.

Van, Truck, PSV and HGV Specialists
• Advanced diagnostics
(coaches, trucks and vans)
• Clutch renewal
• Welding repairs
• Brake repairs
• Suspension repairs

• Steering repairs
• General repairs and maintenance
• Large Goods Vehicle(LGV) inspections
• Public Service Vehicle (PSV) inspections
• MOT preparation and testing
• Commercial vehicle tyres

www.centuriontravel.co.uk
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•

• Roller Brake Testing: £12.50* per Axle
• Operators Licence PMI
(inclusive of brake and headlight test)
• Interim Service
• Full Service

Phone: 01761 417392

*plus VAT

The site at Westhill was chosen as, being in the centre
of Westfield, it is safe and well known. The Westfield
TT Running group have conveyed their delight at the
facility being available and it is there for the use of all
members of the public at any time.
John Reynolds, Founder of Westfield TT, said: “Our
new location at the running track has proven to be a
great success in helping all the running groups catering
for all abilities.

"We have seen so many
families enjoying and
regularly using the new
facilities - everyone
from tiny infants to
pensioners who will
walk several circuits of
the track each day.
"We all are absolutely so grateful, it’s given us all a
safer location both to meet in and to train on, the gym
equipment is out of this world and such a benefit to the
whole community.

"We look forward to
seeing more people
taking advantage of this
great facility."
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A touch of summer
How lovely to see this lovely flower display at
St Peter’s appear when we were in lockdown
earlier in the year.
It really brightened up the end of the road and brought
a smile to people’s faces as they went past.
Thank you to the residents of St Peter’s Road who are
responsible for putting it there. It’s good to see positive
things happen in the community.

Do you have the key to help Swan
Transport get people moving again?
Swan Transport has been operating since 2001 and provides friendly and cost-effective transport
solutions for people on a low income who are unable to use conventional public transport in
Bath & North East Somerset.
If you have use of a car and a little or a lot of spare
time, please consider becoming a volunteer driver with
Swan, it is a very rewarding role and could help further
your career or give you that feel good factor by doing
something positive in your community. Whatever time
you give will be valued, mileage expenses, training and
support are provided and ongoing. Swan is following
the latest guidelines from the NHS, Government and
the Community Transport Association to keep everyone
safe.
Sarah Oughton, Swan Transport’s Coordinator, said: "As
we start to get back to ‘the new normal’, Swan needs
volunteer drivers to come forward to help get people
out and about again. For many of our passengers, this
is the first time they have ventured out since being in
lockdown in March. Our volunteer drivers are essential
to enable people to access the services they need in the
8 - The Westfield Warbler

community for their health and well-being and prevent
further isolation in this new landscape. This is a crucial
time for our older and disabled passengers, we need
new drivers to come forward and help us to get people
moving and going out again."
If you think you can help Swan or just want to find out
more about how we are operating, please ring Sarah
or Ann on 01761 439548 or email swan.transport@
btconnect.com Swan Transport is part of Swan Advice
Network - Charity number 1141396. Co No 6883950.

And the 2020
Inspirational Citizen is ...
Every year for the last few years Westfield Parish Council has been looking to recognise the
extraordinary achievements of a person that can be seen to have been an inspiration in the
parish of Westfield – either by small but kind acts of generosity to neighbours and friends
or promoting Westfield on a grander scale.
Normally what would happen, after we have taken
nominations from the public, is that the winner of
the award would be honoured at the Annual Parish
meeting in March and given the cup to keep for
the year.

B&NES. Items like pet food pouches, toothbrushes,
contact lenses and even cheese packaging!
Catherine said she was initially motivated by
concern for the environment and knowing that
these things were being recycled was comforting.

This year has proved, of course, to be very different.
Lockdown came into force just before the Annual
Parish meeting so the award had to be delayed.

There has obviously been a lull in activities with
lockdown in the area, but Terracycle is back up and
running and Catherine welcomes anyone who has
any items on the list.

However, the Parish Council had already made
the decision about the recipient and that person
is Catherine Cooper for her tireless work with
Terracycle, sending items for recycling that cannot
be recycled on the normal pavement collection by

This list can be found on Facebook under Westfield
Terracycle, or you can go to Terracycle.com and
scroll through the different locations and collection
items.
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New swings at Westhill
Children visiting the Westhill Recreation Ground recently might have noticed the absence of
swings.
The two-bay swing frame, which included a flat swing,
cradle swing and accessible swing, will have to come
down shortly because rot has found its way into the
structure. The flat swing and the cradle swing were
removed as that was where the damage was at its
worst and could have been dangerous to users. Sadly,
the basket swing had to be taken down also.
Summer 2020 has been challenging in many ways
and for the Parish Council it is notable for the sharp
increase in vandalism at the Recreation Grounds.
One example of this was that the basket swing was
vandalised beyond repair. This was followed in October
with the theft of the accessible swing. The Parish
Council is working with the Police to address this trend.
In the meantime, please be assured that we have been
seeking quotes to replace the swings and hopefully
they will be installed shortly.
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Westfield Radstock BA3 3XS

Tel: 01761 412109

www.gmitchardandsons.co.uk

We would like to thank all our customers,
old and new, for their support during this crisis.
We are here to provide quality local meat
for all your everyday requirements.
Weekly orders taken for collection.
Open Tuesday to Saturday from 7am to 1pm
Telephone orders taken from 7am to 5pm
on 01761 412109, email or facebook.

Finacial
health
check

Investments

Protection

Retirement
planning

Legacy
planning &
long term care

‘Local, professional financial advice
on your doorstep’
www.douglasandyoung.co.uk

We are now taking orders for all your Xmas needs
Turkeys, Beef, Pork, Lamb, Hams, Bacon & Sausages.
Wishing everyone well these troubled times.
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Amy Young
M: 07496 136197
E: amy@douglasandyoung.co.uk

Youth Connect South West is a registered charity – 1186059

Westfield Youth
Club
Westfield Youth Club
will be running outreach sessions
every Tuesday evening.
We will be in Westhill Park
from 6.30 – 7.30 pm
and Norton Hill Rec
from 7.30 – 8.30pm
We will have a range
of activities from sports
and circus skills equipment
to hot food and drinks.
For more information, contact
Katy: 07530 263378
The Westfield Warbler - 11

New picnic benches to be installed
at Westhill Recreation Ground
Westhill Recreation Ground has been
benefitting from a revamp.
This Autumn will see a bright new collection of picnic
tables and benches being installed. Funded from S106
funding for green and open spaces, the picnic benches
will be located around the site, including the play areas.
It’s been lovely this summer to see lots of families
using the picnic benches at Norton Hill Recreation
Ground and we would hope that the benches at
Westhill will prove just as popular.
Some of the tables have extended sides for those in
wheelchairs, and the larger sizes of tables have been
selected.

We hope this initiative will make visits to Westhill
Recreation Ground an enjoyable experience for all.

To advertise in the next edition of the Westfield Warbler,
contact Zoe on 01761 409831 or email zoe@ignyte.co.uk

Family owned and run
A caring professional service
t 01761 412132
e enquiries@midsomervets.co.uk
w www.midsomervets.co.uk

from only £997.00
Low Fee. No Fuss.

Puppy and kitten starter packages
Puppy parties • Vaccinations and pet passports
Pet behaviourist • Neutering
Medical investigations and surgery
Pet Health Club • Acupuncture and laser therapy
Midsomer Norton and
Radstock’s only independent
veterinary practice
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Contact Us:

01761 233 555
fd@bwfd.me.uk
www.bathwellsfuneralservices.co.uk

New CropDrop
CropDrop is a brand new initiative in which
Somer Valley is taking an active part.
Supported by B&NES, the Sustainable Food Partnership
and Transition Bath, this voluntary effort is coordinating
the re-distribution of fruit and vegetables from
allotments via volunteer drivers to charity projects that
provide food.
The aim is to link allotments and food projects within
the same area to help strengthen communities, support
local food growing and tackle food insecurity. The
project covers the B&NES area and a number of
allotments in Bath and Somer Valley have begun
donating to food projects.

One recipient was the Swallow Café based in Radstock
which supports teenagers and adults with learning
disabilities. The Café received a wonderful array of
produce from Westfield Allotments including tomatoes,
cucumbers, carrots, beetroot, apples and a bumper
selection of squashes. This produce was warmly
welcomed by Swallow Café and was used to make
soups and meals for the local community.
Although the time for home grown produce is slowing
down, CropDrop volunteers are keen to hear of anyone
else who has fruit or vegetables they would like to
share with local food projects or from any food sharing
projects that could be supported.
Please contact transition.surpluscrops@gmail.com.
You can also follow CropDrop on Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram.

CropDrop
from WAGS
Westfield Allotments have been taking part in the Crop
Drop.
This is a fantastic initiative, where any surplus fruit and
vegetables are donated to charities and organisations
that can make use of them.

They were able to take the excess vegetables to
Swallow Community Café, where they were able to use
them to make delicious vegetable soup.
Paul Millard (acting chairman) is pictured above, making
the socially distancing donations!
The Westfield Warbler - 13

Still time to apply for a grant
With a later deadline this year, there is still
time to apply for grants of up to £1000.
Please pass this information onto to anyone
you know that is involved in charitable work
in or for Westfield.
You don’t have to be a Westfield resident or a Westfield
organisation to apply but you must be able to show
how your project benefits the people of Westfield. It
is a simple application form asking for details of your
project and a breakdown of the costs.
Here is a bit of feedback from previous recipients:
“The new kitchen in the meeting room is in and is
being well used. It has been extremely valuable – it has
allowed members to use the meeting room and keep
socially distanced, they now are self contained. Also
we are having to split our café group, again to keep
members safe and the kitchen is being used as a backup
space to prepare food. Thank you so much for your
help with this.” SWALLOW

“We have been able to improve the financial benefits
for clients by 9%, which may be viewed as an £8,600
return on the funding that was invested.” Citizens’
Advice, B&NES
The later deadline of 23rd November means that
there is still time to apply and successful recipients will
receive their grants in early 2021.
Our policy and criteria along with an application
form can be found on our website: www.
westfieldparishcouncil.co.uk/grants
Not sure if you should apply? We are very happy to
answer any queries by email or by phone (find our
contact details at the back of the Warbler).

“I am pleased to advise that the £700 grant went
towards the refurbishment of the band’s two
euphoniums. The overall refurbishment has improved
the functionality of the instrument given that all valves
and slides, in essence, now function as new.” Midsomer
Norton & Radstock Silver Band
“The girls in our company love craft activities and the
provision of new items has helped them explore new
creativity. All girls from the four year olds to older
teens have made use of the craft materials and enjoyed
some creative evenings.” Trinity Girls’ Brigade

The White Post Inn
Stratton on the Fosse

EAT, DRINK AND
BE MERRY WITH US
THIS CHRISTMAS

2 Course £15.95 - 3 Course £19.95
Food served Lunchtimes & Evenings Tuesday to Saturday
and 12 noon until 4pm on Sundays.
Breakfast served Saturdays 10am until 12noon

Tel: 01761 413394
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mardons We’re Open!
SOCIAL CLUB

... from 7pm Mon-Fri
& noon at weekends

Following strict
government guidelines
for your safety
Showing big Screen
football matches

Non-members welcome
‘Like’ us at: facebook.com/mardonsclub

WESTFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

GRANTS
AVAILABLE
GRANTS
UP TO £1000

ADVERT

Westfield Parish Council’s annual grant pot is
open for applications.
Complete a simple application form telling us
how your project benefits the people of Westfield.
Any group or organisation working in or for the
people of Westfield is invited to apply. Your
organisation does not need to be a registered
charity as long as the work it does has charitable
aims.
Full information and application forms
on our website:
www.westfieldparishcouncil.co.uk/grants

Deadline:
23rd November 2020
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Get prepared for Christmas
– Stir up Sunday is on 22nd November!
If you’re planning to serve up a few home
made treats this Christmas you will need
to start preparing now and there is never a
more perfect time than Stir Up Sunday.

Sunday before Advent. There is a whole section that
says: Stir up, we beseech thee, O Lord, the wills of
thy faithful people.” So, if you want the perfect
Christmas Pudding this year, make sure to get
started on 22nd November.

Stir Up Sunday, also known as the last Sunday before
Advent, is a pretty important date when it comes to
getting prepared for the Christmas season.

While no one is exactly sure where Christmas
Pudding came from or why it is this particular
pudding that we enjoy on Christmas Day, there is
some evidence that a variation of it was eaten as far
back as the Middle Ages!

The tradition of marking the day by preparing the
Christmas Pudding dates back to the Victorian times,
when families would get together to start making
Christmas Pudding and marking the five weeks until
Christmas.
However, the tradition is actually much older than
that, it is mentioned in the Book of Common Prayer,
which is used in religious ceremonies on the last

Christmas Pudding really gained traction in the
Victorian times though – much like everything else
we see as a Christmas tradition, like having a tree
with lights. It was allegedly a favourite dessert of
Prince Albert’s and it has been on the menu ever
since!

Carers’ Centre
We’re still here to support
unpaid carers in BaNES
If you’re looking after someone
else during this crisis we’re here
to support you. Get in touch for:
• Trusted information and advice
• Help planning for emergencies
• Employment and grant support

Protect Everyone with 90 DAY
accredited and independently
tested Virus Shield.
When this virus comes back let’s stop it in its tracks,
don’t let your business or home help it survive.
Call now for your free quotation, the quicker you
start the sooner we stop it

0800 0388 885
Monday–Friday, 8.15am–3pm

support@banescarerscentre.org.uk

Not all fogging products are safe or provide long
term protection, choose Virus Shield 90 DAY
registered and approved.
Contact your approved Virus Shield
contractor for more details and FREE quote.

Find out more about us at
SHIELD
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www.virusshield.global

Traditional Christmas Pudding
Serves 8

Ingredients
• 2 oz good quality butter

• 6 oz sultanas (golden raisins)

• 2 oz suet (use 2 more ounces of butter if you don’t
want to use suet, which is beef fat)

• 6 oz raisins (note: soak raisins in brandy, overnight)

• 7 oz dark brown sugar

• 1 small apple, peeled, cored and grated

• 2½ oz self raising flour

• finely grated rind of one fresh orange (or lemon)

• ½ tsp baking powder

• juice of one fresh orange or lemon, made up to 5 oz
with brandy or rum, if preferred

• 1 tsp mixed spice (or use ½ tsp cinnamon, ¼ tsp
nutmeg and ½ tsp allspice)

• 3 oz (½ cup) Zante currants

• 2 eggs

• (optional – 3 Tbsp mixed candied peel, chopped,
and ¼ cup chopped almonds)

• 5½ oz fresh breadcrumbs

Special equipment: a 5 or 6 cup pudding basin.

Butter the pudding bowl and line the bottom with
a disc of parchment or waxed paper, and butter the
paper, too.
Beat the suet/butter and sugar together until soft.
Then add the flour, eggs, and spices until mixed. Then
add the remaining ingredients and mix well.
Put the mixture into the buttered bowl and flatten
the top.
Cut a disc of waxed or parchment paper the size of
the top, butter it and place on top of the pudding
mixture.
Tear a piece of parchment paper and aluminium foil,
large enough to cover the top of the bowl, and go
halfway down the sides, and place the foil on top of
the parchment. Create a pleat down the centre, so
that the pudding will have space to expand when
cooking.
Place the paper and foil over the pudding basin, then
tie some string under the lip of the bowl, leaving
extra string to tie over the top to form a handle,
tying it on the opposite end.
If you don’t have a steamer, like me, place a trivet
in a pot and fill the water so that it’s halfway up the
bowl and use a tight fitting lid.
Steam for 6 hours, checking the water level once an

hour or so, and topping it up.
Once you’ve taken the bowl out of the pot, remove
the aluminium foil and waxed/parchment paper,
wipe the bowl and replace with clean paper. Store in
a cool place.
To serve: you can steam it for another two hours,
or simply microwave it for a few minutes until
it’s piping hot. Let stand for a few minutes before
removing from the bowl.
Place on a heatproof serving dish and douse with
brandy. Carefully light the pudding (please do this
in a safe area), then when the flame extinguishes,
cut and serve with brandy sauce or butter, whipped
cream or custard.
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Now and Then in Westfield
Over the next few editions we will be comparing historic photos of Westfield with the
current day. If you have any old photos of Westfield to share, please contact the Parish
Council. We would love to see them.

Waterside Road

The photos of Waterside Crescent and Waterside
Road were given to us by Mrs Hilary Stratford.
The photos were taken by Mr Don Stratford
late 1964, just before they moved to Waterside
Crescent in early 1965.

Waterside Crescent

Hilary Stratford provided this image. Her husband
Don took this photo just before they moved to
the area and bought the house in 1964.
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Westfield Primary School

The old photo is of around 1940, before
Longfellow Road was built. Mr Mike Gilbert
remembers that his grandfather’s farm was close by and
you can just see the milk churns in the corner of the picture.
He also remembers Longfellow Road being opened a bit early for his
grandmother’s funeral procession to take place.

Hazel Terrace

The Prattens wood shed photo was given to
us my Mr Mike Gilbert, a life-long resident of
Westfield. He had a note on the back of the photo to say
that the sheds were closed from 1993, so this photo would have been
around then. The houses are a very new addition to the street.

It’s great to evoke some memories with old photographs and compare them with how an
area looks now. Please feel free to contact us if you would like to see your photo in a future
edition of the Warbler.
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Our inspirational Snow Wardens
Thank you to the amazing Snow Wardens for
all their help over the past years in gritting
some of the footpaths in Westfield.
We all tend to forget how vital it is until the bad
weather strikes and then we realise how debilitating
it is for those who cannot get out and about so easily.
Their work is really appreciated.
Is this a role that you might take on for a season?
The Parish Council provides a high vis jacket, gritting
machine and grit and you would do the rest.

The amount of time and the footpaths you grit are
entirely down to you. We put you in touch with the
other Snow Wardens and any time you can give is
received with grateful thanks.
If you would like to know more please contact
Westfield Parish Council 01761 410669
council@westfieldparishcouncil.co.uk
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Volunteers welcome
at the Station

The Gardens team are smartening up compost facilities at the station with these boxes made on
site which have been placed strategically around to make it easier for weeding.
Gardeners have had some very hard work clearing
after lockdown but the summer flowering has been
magnificent this year. Work continues on clearing
the borders in preparation for next year whilst other
volunteers have been doing some major stock moving
and renovations to new acquisitions like the BR mini
buffet coach and wagons for the proposed goods train.

We would welcome more volunteers especially in the
gardens to help keep them award winning. Contact us
on the website to volunteer.
The next events are a Gala at the end of October and
Santa Specials in December, which will be happening
but in a protected environment. Booking for all events
and rides is through the website. https://sdjr.co.uk/

FULLY SEASONED HARDWOOD LOGS
Best quality air dried logs.
Various sized loads to suit.
Nets and kindling also available.
Free delivery within 10 miles for orders over £40.

All timber harvested and processed by us
from sustainably managed local woodlands.
Find out more on Face Book (Somer valley logs).
For orders or details contact us on Face Book or
07900 243572 or 01761 439419
Email: somervalley.ts@gmail.com
web: somervalleytreeservices.com
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SWALLOW Charity
working hard in the community
Like many Westfield organisations, SWALLOW
Charity has been faced with numerous
challenges during the pandemic: from dealing
with lockdown, to having both members and
staff unwell with the virus, to trying to ensure
that people remain safe and well.

work skills experience and social activities. The services
they provide help their members to live the best life
that they can, enabling them to be more independent
and fulfilled.
Throughout this difficult time, they have come through
by working together and by keeping everyone smiling.
As they look towards Christmas, they are asking the
local community to support their work, and there are a
number of ways people can get involved:
• Christmas Raffle – Tickets available at £1 prizes
include a luxury Christmas Hamper and many other
exciting prizes.

People with learning disabilities are especially
vulnerable during this pandemic, many have associated
underlying health issues and also struggle with stress
and anxiety, problems made worse with changes in
their normal routine and activities. SWALLOW is
doing whatever it can to keep its members safe and to
reassure them and rebuild their confidence, and with
support the charity can continue to do this.

• Christmas Hampers
– products made at the SWALLOW Café
• Christmas Cards – packs of 6 cards for £5
• Make a Christmas donation
– https://swallowcharity.org/support-us
• Run for SWALLOW in the Bath Half Marathon
– September 2021.
All the money raised will go towards SWALLOW’s work
supporting some of the most vulnerable members of
the local community. SWALLOW’s support includes
supported housing, independent living skills training,
outreach in the community, therapeutic day activities,
22 - The Westfield Warbler

If you would like to support SWALLOW, please contact
Nicky Tew on nickyt@swallowcharity.org or phone
01761 414 034 or go to www.swallowcharity.org, or
find them on FB: www.facebook.com/SWALLOWCharity

Future projections are looking
great (and dry!) for Mardons
Always looking for the positives, Mardons Social Club is embracing the fact that, whilst you
cannot currently visit stadiums to watch your chosen sports and support your favourite
teams – you can still enjoy them live on the big screen ... staying socially distanced of course!
With that in mind, Mardons have taken the
decision to invest thousands in a brand new, state
of the art projector, to ensure its guests can have
the best experience possible when watching sporting
events.

Consequently, the club was visited by the Site
Director and an independent contractor, to formulate
a plan to investigate and correct any faults.
A short while later, builders arrived and errected
scaffolding to fix a long-term guttering problem. Two
other sets of builders were on site – one took core
samples from the ceiling inside to trace the path of
the leaks, the other removed the patio doors from
the floor above (the potential source of the leaks).

The club's existing lamp-based projector has been
replaced by a laser projector. The new device offers
6,000-lumen brightness and pin-sharp image quality,
which gives crisp images and bright colours, even in
well-lit rooms. Its exceptional Full HD picture quality
should make for excellent viewing and will be a
genuine asset for Mardons.
The sports coverage provided by the social club has
been particularly well supported in recent months
with the venue nearly reaching its newly restricted
and socially distanced capacity on some games.
Currently the club is able to show multiple
games on both its big screen and various TVs, and
the committee is now looking into the possibility
of relocating the existing projector and screen to
further enhance its offering.

An end to the leaks at last?
As many of you will know, the social club has been
at the mercy of the elements since it opened back
in 2015 – with the ceiling suffering ongoing leaks
from the floors above whenever the area was hit by
severe downpours. Numerous attempts to get the
issue rectified had proven ineffective, and earlier this
year the club turned to local MP, Jacob Rees-Mogg to
enlist his support.

The suspected fault was traced and after working
all day on the job, they found and fixed a number of
related issues.
Mardons Social Club would like to extend its
sincere thanks to Mr Rees-Mogg for his intervention
and to both Linden Homes and the Independent
Contractor for their efforts to resolve these longstanding problems.
The club is hopeful that this winter it will stay dry
inside and that the incessant dripping and sodden
ceiling tiles will be a thing of the past – but obviously
time will tell!
Keep up to date with what's happening
at Mardons by following the club at:

Facebook.com/MardonsClub
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Cream tea
takeaways
As our Church at Trinity Westfield has been
closed, our usual charity events during the
year were put on hold.
My sister Sally had the bright idea to open her garden
(Covid safety checks obtained) for people to come and
collect their 'happy meal' boxed cream teas.
Two of our lovely ladies also volunteered to do home
delivery. Hoping to do a few and raise a bit of money
for our two chosen charities we were staggered to raise
£850.
After 90 plus teas, the money was equally divided
between Swallow and Breast Cancer Care.
Thank you all who supported us, you were amazing.
Sue Tandy

Sybil and Pete Fry receiving their Cream Tea takeaways.

A high quality decorating experience

Providing a painting and decorating service
with a finish that you will be proud to show off.
Contact us:

07834 820722
Melly@decor-by-mel.com
www.decor-by-mel.com
Find us on Facebook

A fresh approach

– using the latest technology including an Airless Spray
System and Dustless Sanding, Decor by Mel
will professionally transform your home.

A bespoke decorating service

– from conception through to completion, be rest assured
of hiring the best for your project.
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Find out what's happening
at your local library
Digital Library
We’ve had such a great response to our Virtual Library
whilst our libraries were closed during lockdown that
we are continuing to expand and develop our service so
you can continue to enjoy more of the library from the
comfort of your own home!
You can find out about the latest updates, events,
activities, information and book related news on our
brand new blog where you can also find printable kid's
activities, book reviews, author interviews and much
more.
To access our Virtual Library visit: Facebook: @
BathnesLibraries1, Twitter: @BathnesL, Instagram:
@bathnes_libraries, Blog https://bathneslibraries.
wordpress.com  

Book Drop
Would you like some library items to be dropped off
at home? Library staff will select books for you - you
can tell us what you would like and we’ll do our best to
accommodate.
Our volunteers will collect them from us and drop
them off at your home, complying with social
distancing guidelines at all times. This scheme is open
to all existing Home Library Service members and new
customers who may benefit from the service.

For more information, please email:
HomeLibraryService@bathnes.gov.uk or telephone
01225 394041

December – A Festive Fatality
Fancy cosying up with a crime story with a bookish
twist? Can you decipher the clues in our library themed
festive thriller? Polish your magnifying glass and get
ready to inspect ‘12 Days of Murder: A Festive Fatality’.
We’ll be sharing more information over the next few
weeks on our Virtual Library and Blog. If you correctly
guess ‘whodunnit’ you could be in with a chance of
winning a book-themed prize!

BBC 100 Novels campaign
We’re taking part in the BBC's 100 Novels That Shaped
Our World campaign, where we’ll be celebrating and
highlighting titles that have been chosen by a panel of
critics and judges who have chosen books that had an
impact on their lives. We’ll be promoting the campaign
online and in our libraries with displays. You can reserve
titles featured in the campaign, free for Bath and
North East Somerset library members by visiting www.
librarieswest.org.uk  
For more information on the campaign visit:
http://bit.ly/100NovelsLists

Dorothy House to collect Xmas Trees
Dorothy House are excited to confirm that they will be sending out teams of volunteers to
collect Christmas trees over the weekend of 8th, 9th and 10th January.
For a donation to the Hospice, your tree will be
collected from outside your home, chipped and
shredded, then recycled.

at the end of November. You have until 5th January
2021 when web sign-ups close.

The local hospice will be collecting trees in: BA1, BA2,
BA3, BA4, BA11, BA12, BA13, BA14, BA15, SN12, SN13,
SN14 and SN15.

If you have any questions or want to get involved by
volunteering a van, get in touch with Steph Cox:
steph.cox@dorothyhouse-hospice.org.uk or ring 01225
721480.

Book your collection online when the website goes live

www.charityxmastreecollection.com
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Churches Update
Christmas will not be the same this year; on
that at least all the pundits and community
leaders are agreed. But the message of the
angels remains the same: 'Peace on earth and
goodwill to all'
St Peter’s Church:
St Peter's is open again every Sunday at 10.00am. Visit
St Peter’s Facebook page for all the most up to date
information as well as Sunday services www.facebook.
com/westfield.radstock
For Christmas we are planning an Online Advent
calendar: each day a short video along with a bible
reading will be posted on the St Peter's Facebook page
with a link to a worship song connecting the theme for
the day. There will be a Crib service for Christmas Eve,
as well as an online Christingle service, encouraging
people to make a Christingle at home, with whatever
they have around them. Finally, the Deanery are
putting together an online Carol service with the local
primary and secondary schools involved.

Trinity Methodist Church, Westfield:
Sunday services continue at 10.30am, alternating
between the two churches.
We will hold a carol service at 6pm on Sunday
20 December as in previous years, but probably
without actual congregational singing because of the
restrictions (everyone must wear a mask). There will
also be a service at 10.30am in Radstock Methodist
Church. Popular demand is so great that tickets will
have to be issued, first come, first served. Ring 01761
411858 which is also the Methodist Covid helpline.
Services for Christmas Day will be advertised on boards
outside the churches.

Radstock Baptist Church:
Sunday services continue at 10.30am both at the
church and online, booking in advance is required to
attend in person. All details of how to book or join
online as well as upcoming events are advertised on the
church website: www.radstockbaptist.co.uk
For more details of other churches in the Westfield
area contact Ward Councillor Eleanor Jackson on 01761
438968.

JOHN MARTIN COACHES

01761 417629

www.johnmartincoachholidaysbath co.uk
Email: info.johnmartin@btconnect.com
Find us on

We are back on the road!

Holidays / Day trips/ Private Hire

Festive Breaks still available
Warner’s Bembridge, Isle of Wight
Tinsel & Turkey, Torquay
Tinsel & Turkey, Paignton
Twixmas Moorland Hotel, Devon

2 - 6 November 5 days
13 - 16 November 4 days
11 - 14 December 4 days
27 - 30 December 4 days

2021 holiday brochure due out in September
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£329
£255
£245
£259

Norton Radstock Photographic Society
The NRPS warmly welcomed Duncan and
Deborah Armour back as presenters, knowing
that “Scotland, Spitzbergen and Alaska,”
postponed from March as a result of Covid-19,
would be well worth waiting for.
Ably assisted by Deborah, Duncan crafted a splendid
commentary that blended poetic and philosophical
wisdom with their amazing images, characterised
by the skilful use of light and contrast, action and
serenity, and an undoubted expertise in the ability to
communicate high drama. It was certainly an evening
to remember.
On their wide-ranging journeys, on this occasion going
North, they took us via highlands and islands, through
woodland and rivers via the mountainous regions of
far flung lands such as the Outer Hebrides and the
Alaskan wilderness. We were treated to a range of very
different images that featured whales and wildlife in
the water, enduring patterns in the snow and the sand,
on beaches under hauntingly blue, star-studded skies,
and mountains shrouded in high key mists.

the use and careful explanation of backlighting and
composition that Duncan revealed throughout the
evening.
These two make it look so easy, if a little cold and
wet, but we were left in awe of the beauty of the
landscapes and the sheer genius of the wild. There is no
doubt in my mind that there is far more to Duncan and
Deborah’s craft than “lining up bits of rock!” I hope they
feature again in our programme, and we are only too
pleased to make a contribution to the charity of their
choice, the RSPB, by way of thanks.
The following week, we gathered virtually again for
the outcome of the competition entitled “Sporting
Life”, after that, we will enjoy an evening with Suzanne
Ladd. Our weekly walks are becoming popular and we
welcome new members or even just a bit of interest!
Visit our website ( https://www.nrps.org.uk) for more
details of a club that is buzzing!
Jenny Short

There was simply no end to the range of skills used to
capture the smallest insect on the colourful flowers and
fauna, that brought joy to Graham’s heart. We moved
from the beauty of the night sky, its stars and elusive
Northern Lights, to the sheer power and awesome
presence of bears balancing on rocks in search of
salmon, or basking in the sun with contented offspring.
These were captured, story telling moments to savour
and enjoy, and I am sure we learned a great deal from

BABY ROOM
SPACES AVAILABLE
Tuesday PM
Westfield
Westfield Sports
& Community Centre
Rachel: 07495 854444
COVID-safe sessions
Booking essential

Open 51 weeks a year,
8am - 5.30pm
*Rated Outstanding in
promoting children’s
well being.
Flexible sessions to meet
individual needs.
Cobbler’s Way,
Westteld.
Tel: 01761 419997

www.sunnowers-day-nursery.co.uk
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Please don’t leave dog mess …

Life cycle of T. canis and T. cati.

A resident has alerted us to the level of dog
mess at Westhill Recreation Ground which
seems to have increased recently.
The usual plea applies here just as anywhere – please
do not leave your dog’s mess on the ground. As well
as being unsightly and really not very nice to step
in accidentally, it is a hazard to other animals and
can cause horrific toxocariasis in humans. Of course,
children are the least likely to see the mess or avoid it
so are the most at risk. Here are some of the hideous
effects of toxocariasis:
The eggs from worms in dogs pass into the dogs’
faeces. If that faeces is accidentally transferred to
humans then swallowed, eggs pass into the intestines,
where they hatch into larvae. The larvae go through the
intestinal wall and enter the bloodstream. Then, they
travel to other body parts, such as the liver, lungs, heart,
brain, or muscles.
The larvae don't grow into intestinal worms in humans
as they do in dogs or cats. But they can live for months

or even
years
in a human,
and
Dickson
Despommier
Clin. Microbiol.
Rev.can
2003;damage whatever
doi:10.1128/CMR.16.2.265-272.2003
organ they have infected.
It’s not nice, is it? So please think about this when you
allow your dog to run free from the lead and make sure
you pick up the mess. There are plenty of bins in both
Norton Hill Rec and Westhill Rec.
Thank you.

JOIN NOW

with no club joining fee

 Increased opening times (6am to 10pm)
 Comprehensive cleaning procedures
 Fully staffed gym providing personal service
 Exclusive members app
Our members feel safe,
happy and valued at the
Centurion Health Club

The Centurion Health Club is celebrating its 20th
anniversary of opening this year. Although this
milestone has passed during challenging times,
I am immensely proud to be the manager and
be able to welcome so many of our members
back to the gym.
The Centurion is one of the longest established gyms in the area
with an excellent reputation for personal and professional service.
Our members’ health and safety are always our number one priority.
Jol Burgess - Health Club Manager

Centurion Health Club, Charlton Ln, Midsomer Norton, Radstock BA3 4BD • 01761 412214
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Winter Quiz
1. What colour snow fell over an area of 1,500 sq.
km. in Siberia on Feb 2 2007?
2. Who had a hit song in the late 60s with Hazy
Shade Of Winter?
3. In which country were the first Winter
Olympic Games held in 1924?
4. Which Sir played Richard Lionheart in the prize
winning 1968 film The Lion In Winter?
5. In which city is Rastrelli’s Winter Palace?
6. Which British animal is brown in Summer and
White in Winter
7. Which song begins with these lines: "Sleigh
bells ring: are you listening? Down the lane,
snow is glistening."?

16. Who, from his cave, can hear the noisy
Christmas festivities that take place in
Whoville?
17. What is the recorded coldest temperature in
the UK?
18. 'Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas', was
sung by Judy Garland in which 1944 MGM
musical?
19. How many Christmas number ones has Cliff
Richard had?
20. Which country was the first to use the
tradition of the Christmas tree?
21. What animal is Snowball in George Orwell's
Animal Farm?

8. Which Caribbean country entered a bobsleigh
team in the 1988 Winter Olympics?

22. Which Christmas plant takes its name from
the first US Minister to Mexico?

9. From which play does the line "Now is the
winter of our discontent" come?

23. Bethlehem is a tiny village in which UK
country?

10. Which fruit has a variety called 'Winter
Banana'?

24. Which monarch was crowned on Christmas
Day in Westminster Abbey?

11. C
 hristmas won't be Christmas without any
presents!' is the opening line of what classic
novel?

25. In which country do many households
traditionally have a KFC as their Christmas
feast?

12. The Winter of Discontent was a winter in the
UK of strikes by public sector trade unions
demanding larger pay rises; who was Prime
Minister at the time?

26. 'Ilex aquifolium' is a species of what?

13. B
 urning the Clocks is a winter solstice festival
that takes place each year in which seaside
resort?
14. In television's Game of Thrones what is the
name of the ancestral home of House Stark?
15. How many sides do all snowflakes have?

27. In which Christmas film does Buddy
accidentally learn that he is human?
28. Who is the author of the 1978 children’s
picture book ‘The Snowman’?
29. Which cartoon character had a canine
companion called Snowy?
30. What sweet was first advertised 30 years ago
featuring a polar bear?
Answers on the next page.
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Winter Quiz Answers
Questions on page 31

1. Orange

11. Little Women

21. Pig

2. Simon and Garfunkel

12. James Callaghan (1978-79)

22. Poinsettia

3. France

13. Brighton

23. Wales

4. Sir Anthony Hopkins

14. Winterfell

24. William I

5. St Petersburg

15. Six

25. Japan

6. Stoat

16. The Grinch

26. Holly

7. Winter Wonderland

27. Elf

8. Jamaica

17. It was -27.2°C
in Braemar in Scotland

9. Richard the Third

18. Meet me in St Louis

29. TinTin

10. Apple

19. 4

30. Fox's Glacier Mints

28. Raymond Briggs

20. Germany

Looking for somewhere
new to call home

Let our professionals help you

A moving experience!
Geoffrey Smith Estate Agents
are here to help you every step of
the way whether
you are
looking to
sell or buy
property.
Take Photos,
Fill In Our Simple Questionnaire,
Book A Time Slot For Your Virtual Valuation
44 High Street, Shepton Mallet, Somerset BA4 5AS
01749 342457 - sales@geoffreysmith.org
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14 High Street, Midsomer Norton, BA3 2HP
01761 411010 - midsomer-norton@geoffreysmith.org

Parish Council Meetings
All meetings are on Zoom until further notice and start at 7pm.
The Zoom invite is on our Website, Agendas and Minutes page.

www.westfieldparishcouncil.co.uk/agendas-minutes

Parish Council Meetings
Monday, 2nd November, Monday, 7th December
& Monday, 4th January

Environment and Development Meetings
Monday, 9th November, Monday, 14th December
& Monday, 11th January

Finance and Personnel Meetings
Wednesday, 18th November, Wednesday, 16th December
& Wednesday, 20th January

@bathcollege

UPCOMING

VIRTUAL
OPEN DAYS

WED 2ND DEC
WED 3RD FEB
Join us between 4pm - 7pm

Register today on our website

bathcollege.ac.uk/openevents
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The

Parish
Clerk
I

n uncertain times such as this it is lovely to
see the constancy of the seasons as summer
turns to autumn and we look towards winter.
Our eyes are very much on the news at the moment,
both nationally and locally and, like many other
organisations, we try not to allow the global sense
of uncertainty to overtake us too much here at
the Parish Council. We would have loved to have

arranged the usual Christmas Lights Switch-On
event and are disappointed that it cannot go ahead
this year. However, I’m at least glad to say that
the Christmas Lights will still go up and we will be
posting pictures on Facebook and Twitter.
Now that the fitness track and outdoor gym have
been installed at Westhill Recreation Ground, we
will be re-looking at the items which arose from our
Neighbourhood Plan and how we might meet more
of the aspirations. For example, before the pandemic,
work started on raising funds for a new Pavilion at
Westhill Recreation Ground to support the sports
and activities which take place on the field. We hope
that the months ahead will see some of the funds reopen and we can continue to work on this and other
projects.
I hope you have a happy, safe and peaceful Christmas
and New Year.

Lesley Close
Parish Clerk

All quiet for Westfield Voices
We are still waiting for the all clear to start
singing again, but realistically this may not be
for several months.

Members have been keeping in touch, and a number of
us joined together one evening in August for a socially
distanced picnic, in Lesley’s garden.

It will be especially hard to miss the Christmas season,
as this is, not surprisingly, our busiest time of year.

For more information call Jane on 01761 232715 or
jane_dyson@live.co.uk.

We are a smaller than average school and pride ourselves on our
caring approach and our ability to meet every child’s needs, helping
them develop and ensure they reach their full potential, whilst
growing in the love of Christ. We welcome children of all faiths.
We also offer wrap-around care as well
as an independent on-site Nursery.
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www.stbenedicts.info

Your Councillors

Cllr Diana Cooper
01761 415155
diana.cooper@
westfieldparishcouncil.co.uk

Cllr Vincent Cox
07729 123956
vincent.cox@
westfieldparishcouncil.co.uk

Cllr Geoff Fuller
Chair
07540 998603
geoff.fuller@
westfieldparishcouncil.co.uk

Cllr James Honess
james.honess@
westfieldparishcouncil.co.uk

Cllr Ron Hopkins
07460 819007 /
01761 435852
ron.hopkins@
westfieldparishcouncil.co.uk

Cllr Eleanor Jackson
07979 968416 /
01761 438968
eleanor.jackson@
westfieldparishcouncil.co.uk
(also BaNES councillor for
the Westfield ward)

Lesley Mansell
07980 695117
lesley.mansell@
westfieldparishcouncil.co.uk

Cllr Robin Moss
07543 626184
robin.moss@
westfieldparishcouncil.co.uk
(also BaNES councillor for
the Westfield ward)

Cllr Bryan Wallbridge
07974 939776
bryan.wallbridge@
westfieldparishcouncil.co.uk

Cllr Phil Wilkinson
01761 431355 /
07803 927626
phil.wilkinson@
westfieldparishcouncil.co.uk

Cllr Pat Williams
01761 432630
pat.williams@
westfieldparishcouncil.co.uk

The Oval Office, Cobblers Way St Peter's Business Park, Westfield BA3 3BX
Telephone: 01761 410669
Email: council@westfieldparishcouncil.co.uk
@westfield_pc
Westfield Parish Council
Any queries can be emailed to council@westfieldparishcouncil.co.uk and will be
answered during normal working hours which are Monday to Wednesday 9am
to 4:30pm and Thursday 9am to 3pm.
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