Westfield Parish Council

The Oval Office, St Peter’s Business Park
Westfield, BA3 3BX

Phone: 01761 410669

Email: council@westficldparishcouncil.co.uk

Chairman: Clir G Fuller Parish Clerk: Ms L Close FSLCC Established 2013

All Council Meetings are open to the
Public and Press

21st December 2020
TO: All Members of Westfield Parish Council

Dear Councillor,

You are summoned to a Meeting of Westfield Parish Council, on Monday 4th January
2021 at 7.00pm held remotely by Zoom, the signing in details being:

Waestfield Parish Council is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/if94233731 501 ?pwd=VENXTSth\NFFqRFizMndmZZZUVEQodzOQ

Meeting ID: 942 3373 1501
Passcode: 603254

Or dial in by phone 0203 481 5240, using the Meeting 1D and Password above when
prompted.

The meeting will consider the items set out below.

Ms L Close
Parish Clerk

Before the meeting there will be a public session of up to 15 minutes to enable residents of Westfield
to ask questions, and make comments on items on the agenda. Members of the Public are asked to
restrict their comments, and/or guestions to five minutes.

LOCAL COUNCIL
AWARD SCHEME
QUALITY
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10.
1.
12,

13.

AGENDA

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND TO CONSIDER THE REASONS GIVEN.
Council to receive apologies for absence and, if appropriate, to resolve to
approve the reasons given.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS. Members to declare
any interests they may have in agenda items, in accordance with the
requirements of the Council’'s Code of Conduct. The Parish Council may consider
agreeing a dispensation, providing the request is put in writing and the
dispensation is allowed on the grounds set out in s.33 of the Localism Act 2011.

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ~ 7™H DECEMBER 2020. To
confirm and sign as a correct record the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting.
(Pages 1-3)

COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP REPORTS ~ To note the minutes of the
Committees and Working Groups below

e Environment and Development — 14th December 2020 (Pages 4-7)
¢ Finance and Personnel — 16th December 2020 (Pages 8-12)
e Climate Emergency Working Group — 8" December 2020 (Page 13)

APPROVAL OF ANY ITEMS OVER £5,000 AND CONSIDERATION OF ANY
VIREMENT

BUDGET 2021/22 — To agree the budget as recommended by the Finance and
Personnel Committee (Pages 14-23 )

GRANTS ~ To agree the Grants as recommended by the Grants Sub Committee
and Finance and Personnel Committee (Pages 24-26 )

DISCIPLINARY AND GRIEVANCE PROCEDURES - as recommended by the
Finance and Personnel Committee -
https.//www.westfieldparishcoungil.co.uk/westfield-parish-council-policies/

OUTSIDE BODIES REPORTS - for reporting only
CREATING COMMUNITY IDENTITY -- for reporting only

STANDARDS MATTER 2: PUBLIC CONSULTATION AND PUBLIC SECTOR
SURVEYS - deadline for comments 15" January (Pages 27-28)

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT - for reporting only

LOCAL COUNCIL
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14. BATH AND NORTH EAST SOMERSET COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS - for
reporting only.

Part 2 -To resolve that, under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act, 1972, the
press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business on the
grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information falling within those
paragraphs indicated in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972, as
amended.

15. CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 7/12/2020 (Page 29 )

LOCAL COUNCIL
AWARD SCHEME
QUALITY
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Westfield Parish Council

WESTFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held remotely on Zoom on
Monday 2" November 2020 commencing at 7.00pm

Present: Chair:  Clir G Fulier;
Clirs J Honess, R Hopkins, E Jackson, L Mansell, B Wallbridge
and P Williams

Absent: Cllrs D Cooper, V Cox, R Moss and P Wilkinson

Attending: Lesley Close, Clerk and Tracey Stephens, Admin Assistant

84. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Cooper, Cox, Moss and Wilkinson.
85. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS

There were no declarations of interest.
86. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING - 2" November 2020

Resolved: The minutes of 2" November 2020 were agreed as a correct
record.

87. COMMITTEE REPORTS
(a) Environment and Development Committee — 9t November 2020

Resolved: That the minutes of the Environment and Development
Committee meeting held on 9 November be noted.

(b} Finance and Personnel Committee — 18" November 2020

Resolved: That the minutes of the Finance and Personnel
Committee meeting held on 18" November be noted.

(c) Grants Sub Committee — it was noted that the Sub Committee met
on 15t December.

88. APPROVAL OF ANY ITEMS OF £5,000 AND CONSIDERATION OF ANY
VIREMENT

Minutes are draft until agreed at the next meeting.



Westfield Parish Council
There were no items over £5,000 for consideration.
9. REPORT OF THE CLIMATE EMERGENCY WORKING GROUP

The working group had recommended that Westfield Parish Council declares
a Climate Emergency.

Resolved: to invite Clir Sarah Warren, B&NES Cabinet member for Climate
Emergency and Neighbourhood Services, to the next Parish Council meeting
in January in order to discuss the merit of declaring an emergency and ways
forward.

90. OUTSIDE BODIES REPORTS

Radstock Museum — Clir Jackson reported that the museum was now open
on Saturdays from 11am to 4pm.

91. CREATING COMMUNITY IDENTITY
There were no items raised.
92. PROPOSED GAS FUELLED POWER STATION IN MIDSOMER NORTON

It was noted that plans for the gas fuelled power station in Midsomer Norton
were now deferred until the spring.

Resolved: to write to B&NES welcoming the deferment and declaring
Westfield Parish Council's opposition fo the plans, copying in Abi Nimmo,
organiser of the opposition.

93, JUBILEE GREEN

There had been ongoing disagreement regarding who held responsibility for
this piece of land. As part of the adopted Highway B&NES are responsibie for
the upkeep of the ground and the trees, while the land is owned by CURO.
Paul Pearce, Team Leader Parks and Trees, B&NES, had written suggesting
that the land be transferred to Waestfield Parish Council, meaning that the
council had total responsibility for it. :

Resolved: (1) to write fo Paul Pearce advising that Westfield Parish Council
may be interested in discussing this further, but that it would take time to come
to fruition and that, in the meantime, the council would appreciate it if B&NES
were to continue with the upkeep.

(2) to write a similar letter to Curo.

Minutes are draft until agreed at the next meeting.



Westfield Parish Council

(3) to put this matter on the January Environment and Development
Committee agenda.

(4) All Councillors asked to give thought as to how this space might be
managed.

(5) To write to the College asking if they are still interested in undertaking the
War Memcrial project.

94. TO RATIFY THE SPENDING ON THE CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

Resolved: to ratify the spending of £622 plus VAT on the lights purchased to
replace the damaged ones.

95. CHAIRMAN’'S REPORT

The Chairman reported that the replacement lights will be going up this week
to finish off the Westfield display. Councillors commented on favourable
responses to the display in Westfield. He will be offering Westfield Parish
Council's Christmas wishes to all residents in Westfield via a video to be
published on Facebook.

He also reported that the new swings were fo be installed at Westhill this
week.

96. B&NES COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS
Cllr Jackson reported:

¢ She attended the Somer Valley Forum meeting which focussed mainly
on climate and environmental issues.

« She reported on the hearing regarding the Mendip Local Plan, Part 2.
The Inspector heard from representatives of both sides of the
discussion and intended to visit the area before making a decision.

o ClIr Jackson had met with The Rt Hon Jacob Rees-Mogg MP to discuss
the new Planning Policy White Paper, Planning for the Future and to
prasent the views of Westfield Parish Council.

It was agreed to exclude the press and public on the grounds that in view of the
confidential nature of the business fo be transacted, it is advisable in the public
interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to
withdraw.

The meeting closed at 8:04pm

Minutes are draft until agreed at the next meeting.



Westfield Parish Council

Minutes of the Environment and Development Committee Meeting held

remotely on Zoom on
NMonday 14t December 2020 commencing at 7pm

Present: Clirs B Wallbridge (Chair), G Fuller, E Jackson and P Williams

Absent: Clirs D Cooper, J Honess and R Hopkins

Also attending:  Lesley Close, Parish Clerk and Tracey Stephens, Admin

67.

68.

69.

70.

Assistant.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENGE AND TO CONSIDER THE REASONS GIVEN

Apologies had been received from Clirs Cooper, Honess and Hopkins and
accepted.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
There were no declarations of interest.
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The minutes of the last meeting held on oth November 2020 were agreed as a
true record and would be signed by the Chair.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION

There were no objections to the following applications:

20/03084/CLPU 24 Westhill Removal of garden wall. Lowering current

Gardens level of the hard standing driveway. Erection
of a 7mx4m flat roof garage with the height of
2.5m (Certificate of lawfulness of proposed
use)

20/04335/0DCOU | Litliput Prior approval request for a change of use

House, from offices ((Use class B1) to 2no. one
Fosseway bedroom apartments (Use class C3)

20/04348/0DCOU ~ Prior approval request for change of use from
offices (Use Class B1) to 13 no. flats (Use Class C3)

The Committee noted that this proposal would directly affect the Parish
Council due to it being the site of the Parish Council offices and, as a result,
would not object or support the application. The Parish Council asked that
further checks be made by B&NES in relation to the following:

Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.




71.

72.

73.

Westfield Parish Council

The lack of a secondary escape route, along with the kitchens of some of the
flats being close to the main thoroughfare.

The character of the adjacent family residences and how it might fit in.

The proximity of the two commercial buildings with the associated heavy
vehicles.

The Westfield Neighbourhood Plan policy:

Policy 12 Land Usage Proposals

Proposals for the use of land or buildings on existing employment sites for
uses other than employment purposes will not be supported unless:

It can be demonstrated that the on-going use of the premises or land for
employment purposes is no fonger viable. Where an applicant is seeking to
demonstrate that an existing employment site is not suitable for continued
employment use, the planning application will be required to contain a
detailed supporting statement giving evidence of continued active and
efficient marketing for a period of 12 months that seeks to demonstrate that
this is the case, with evidence of fair rental or sale price of the space, which is
comparable with rental or sale prices in the area.

OR ‘

The alternative proposal would provide demonstrable and ongoing
employment benefits to the local community, as evidenced by a supporting
Statement.

PLANNING DECISIONS
The Planning decisions were noted.
o RADCO Development update — Clir Jackson advised that demolition
had not yet commenced due to a legal issue that was being considered.
There is also some dispute, still, regarding the car parking spaces and
the Shambles. Development of the Shambles has also been held up.
e Caravan on site behind Railway Inn update — ClIr Hopkins was not at
the meeting so no update was available.
MENDIP LOCAL DISTRICT PLAN ENQUIRY
Clir Jackson had attended the hearing with the inspector and offered the
objections of Westfield Parish Council. As if stood the inspector was due to
visit the various sites on the Mendip Local Plan il before making a decision.

RECREATION GROUND — NORTON HILL

Resolved: to accept a quote for £115 from Greensward to remove moss from
the tennis court and play area.

Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.



74.

75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

Westfield Parish Council

RECREATION GROUND — WESTHILL

It was noted that the new swings had been put in place.
WESTHILL PAVILION

There were no further updates available.

NATURE TRAIL AT SHAKESPEARE AVENUE

There were no further updates available.

LANDSCAPE CITY POSTER

Funding was available from B&NES for posters to go into the windows of
unused properties to focus on things to note in the parish. Clir Wallbridge
proposed to find a site for a poster regarding the heritage walks in Westfield.
Cllr Fuller seconded.

Resolved: to try to locate a site for a poster promoting the heritage walks in
Waestfield.

WATER GATHERING ON THE WELLS ROAD CLOSE TO THE JUNCTION
WITH COBBLERS WAY

It was noted that there is an area by the bus stop on Wells Road, close to the
junction with Cobblers Way where the drains have been badly located and are
not taking excess water from the side of the road, resulting in passers by
being splashed considerably by passing vehicles. This has been brought as

an issue to B&NES in the past.

Resolved: Cllr Jackson to follow up with B&NES officers.

TO CONSIDER INVITING CLLR WARREN TO A MEETING - ClIr Jackson
Cilr Warren had accepted an invitation to the Parish Council meeting on 1%
February. Various items that could be considered in a climate emergency

policy were discussed.

Resolved: to add declaring a climate emergency to the next agenda to
discuss practicalities.

QUOTES FOR PAINTING THE PAVILION AND GARAGE DOOR

Resolved: to accept the quote from Lazydays for £1360 + VAT, pending
colour of the plastic facia matching the rest of the facia

Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
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81, TO NOTE THE LEGAL ADVICE IN RELATION TO PLANNING
APPLICATIONS IN WHICH THE PARISH COUNCIL HAS AN INTEREST

The legal advice was noted.

The meeting closed at 7:53pm

Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
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WESTFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Finance & Personnel Meeting
held remotely on Zoom on Wednesday 16th December 2020

Present: Clir Philip Wilkinson (Chair) and Clirs Geoff Fuller, Eleanor Jackson, Robin

Moss and Patricia Williams

Absent: Clirs Diana Cooper, Ron Hopkins, Lesley Mansell and Bryan Wallbridge

In Attendance: Lesley Close (Parish Clerk), Emily Merko (Finance Officer)

The meeting opened at 7.00pm.

83.

84.

85.

86.

87.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Clirs Diana Cooper and Ron Hopkins.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
There were no declarations of interest.

MINUTES

Resolved: that the Minutes of the Finance & Personnel meeting held on 18th
November 2020 be agreed and signed as a correct record.

MONTHLY ACCOUNTS

Resolved: . a) that the November monthly statement for the Current Account be

agreed,;

b) that the November monthly statement for the Corporate Treasury
account be agreed;

c) that the November monthly statement for the Business Savings
account be agreed and the interest rate of 0.40% be noted;

d) that the summary of debit card transactions since the last meeting
(Appendix 1) be agreed.

SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS REQUIRING AUTHORISATION
In accordance with item 5.2 of the Financial Regulations, the updated schedule of
payments was considered at the meeting.

Resolved: a) that the schedule of payments due be agreed (attached as Appendix
2), that the invoices and the BACS authorisation sheet be signed
accordingly and that the BACS payments be made by two councillors
remotely via online banking;

b) to approve the invoice from Zonkey for creation of the new website and
annual costs but to hold payment until the website had gone live.

Minutes are draft until agreed at the next meeting.



Westfield Parish Council

88. SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS DUE ON A REGULAR BASIS
In accordance with item 5.6 of the Financial Regulations, an updated list of payments
which arise on a regular basis as a result of a continuing contract, statutory duty or
obligation was considered at the meeting.

Resolved: that the schedule of payments be agreed (attached as Appendix 3) and
that the invoices and the BACS authorisation sheet be signed accordingly.
That the BACS payments be made by two councillors remotely via online
banking.

89. GRANTS 2020-21
The Committee considered the recommendations of the Grants sub-Committee and
also considered two late applications that had been invited by the sub-Committee.
There was discussion of the applications from Westfield School and 15t Radstock
Scouts. The Committee wanted to support both projects with funds but, as they had
done with other applications, felt that they could not give the full requested funds.

Resolved: a) torecommend grants of £500 to each of the applications from
Westfield School and the Scouts:
b} to recommend to Parish Council these and all the other grant
suggestions from the sub-Committee;
c) to hold in reserve the remaining funds in the grants pot in case other
causes became apparent before year-end.

90. BUDGET 2021-22
Draft 2 of the budget was considered. There was discussion of the budget for rent in
the light of the recent planning application to change the current office building into
flats. However, in consideration of figures obtained for other premises, it was agreed
that there was ample budget to cover alternative premises should this be necessary.
There were no amendments suggested.
There was discussion of the potential reduction in the tax base and the effect of this on
the precept and on the Council Tax payer. The Committee agreed to consider an
additional meeting of F&P to consider precept options if necessary.

Resolved: to recommend Draft 2 of the budget to Parish Council for agreement in
principle pending the precept report which could be considered once the
tax base was received.

91. DISCIPLINARY AND GRIEVANCE POLICIES

Resolved: thatthe policies be recommended to Parish Council with no
amendments.

The meeting closed at 7.37pm

Minutes are draft until agreed at the next mesting.

9 Signed................ s Dated .....oovviiiii e,
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13

Action Points from the Climate Emergency Working Group meeting

on Tuesday 8" December 2020 at 7pm via Zoom.

Present: Clirs Geoff Fuller, Lesley Mansell, Bryan Wallbridge
Apologies: Clir Vince Cox
Attending: Lesley Close, Clerk

Action Points

L

Taking on board the Parish Councif’s decision not to declare a Climate Emergency until hearing
from Clir Sarah Warren, R&NES Cabinet Minister for Climate Emergency and Neighbourhood
Services, the Group discussed the following areas where Climate Change may be tackled.

Car charging stations — encouraging residents to go electric, a long term project dependent upon
new technologies.

Tree Planting.

improving energy efficiency in the home. Clir Mansell has identified a fund to heip with this and
the Group discussed a support structure to help people apply.

Getting the youth and schools involved, perhaps focussing on small projects to start.

Once Cllr Warren has confirmed her availability for a meeting, to invite the public and Youth
Connect SW to attend and demonstrate the strength of feeling locally for this subject.

The next Working Group meeting to be held on Tuesday 2™ February at 7pm via Zoom
providing Clir Sarah Warren has met the Parish Council by then,

The meeting ended at 7.30pm
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PC13-20 | STANDARDS MATTER 2: PUBLIC CONSULTATION
AND PUBLIC SECTOR SURVEYS

Executive Summary

The Committee on Standards in Public Life has recently launched a consultation
as part of its review into the institutions, processes and structures in place to
support high standards of conduct. The terms of reference of the review are to:
review the evidence as to how well ethical standards are upheld in public life in
the UK, review the evidence on the strength of the UK’s arrangements for
regulating and promoting ethical standards, review the adeguacy and continuing
relevance of the Seven Principles of Public Life, identify examples of best practice
in the regulation of ethical standards, identify exampies of best practice in the
promotion of cultures that celebrate and encourage high ethical standards. NALC
will be responding to this consultation. The main consultation document is
available here.

As at 4 December 2020 CoSIiPL have extended theit consultation which will now
conclude with final responses to it of 29 January 2021. NALC Is now
accordingly extending its own response deadline for the local council sector to
inform its own response - please see the extended sector deadline at foot of
this document.

Consultation questions

NALC will be responding to the consultation questions as follows:
Consultation Questions:

Question 1: Standards of Conduct in the UK

A. How well do you think ethical standards - as enshrined by the Seven Principles
of Public Life - are upheld in public life today?

B. Do you believe that there have there been any notable shifts in approaches or
attitudes to ethical standards in public life in recent years?

C. What do you see as the most significant threats to ethical standards in public
life today?




1 alc t: 020 7637 1865 w: www.halc.gov.uk
e nalc@nalc.gov.uk a: 109 Great Russell Street,

London WCIB 3LD

National Assoclafion
of Local Counclis

Question 2: The Seven Principles of Public Life

A. Do the Seven Principles of Public Life accurately describe the appropriate
ethical responsibilities for those in public roles, including both political and non-
political office-holders?

B. Would you amend or replace any of the principles or their descriptors? if so,
how?

Question 3: The UK's arrangements for regulating standards

A. Are you confident that the UK's arrangements for regulating ethical standards
are robust and effective?

B. Are there any areas of public life where regulation on issues of ethical
standards is not strong enough?

Question 4: Best practice in standards regulation
A. What makes an effective standards regulator?

B. Do the UK's standards regulators have the right powers and remit to act
effectively?

C. Should the independence of standards regulators be enhanced and protected,
and if so, how?

Question 5: Creating ethical cultures

A. How can the Seven Principles best be embedded within a public sector
organisation’s working culture?

B. What are the most significant obstacles to embedding high ethical standards in
a public sector organisation?

Your Views

Please email your respohses to this consultation to policycomms@nalc.gov.uk
by 17.00 on 15 January 2021 [please note extended deadline]. County
associations are asked to forward this briefing onto all member local (parish and
town) councils in their area.

© NALC 2020







